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WhaT’S Inside

"Dreamgirls": All You've
Got To Do Is Dream

Tips For A Safe And
Healthy Holiday Season

Story on Page 3

- Photaatbv W@4|kriiesi

Alex Hill:
“The Next Great Who”

’Story on Page 6

Town of Eatonville
Designated As 150th
“Community For A Lifetime”

(Left to right) Sharon Leal as Michelle, Beyonce Knowles as Deena and Anika Noni Rose as Lorrell in “Dreamgirls.”
By: DWIGHT BROWN
NNPA Film Critic

Words of betrayal cut like a knife.
In Shakespeare’s “Julius Caesar,”
“Et tu, Brute” was as sharp as the
daggers plunged into Caesar’s chest.
In “Dreamgirls,” the words, “Effie Deena’s singing lead,” pierces the heart
and leaves a gaping wound.
After years of delays, the Tony-award
winning musical, “Dreamgirls” hits the

silver screen, and its faux. Supremes, (Anika Norii Rose, 2004 Tony award
Diana Ross/Florence Ballard/Mary Wilson winner for Caroline, Or Change), and
-like high drama remains as powerful as Effie (Jennifer Hudson, an American
ever. The rise and fall of a black girl Idol semifinalist with a winner’s voice)
group, complete with ambitious are superb as “The Dreamettes;” three
manager/Svengali (Berry Gordy), is one 'innocent young singers who get their
of the strongest pieces of musical theater first break when a Cadillac dealer and
ever to grace the Great White Way. The music mogul-wannabe Curtis (Jamie
film is even more intense. Powerful Foxx), scouts them at a talent show.
enough to bring Ballard back from the
The girls’ fortunes grow when they
grave in vindication.
become the backup trio for James
Deena (Beyonce Knowles), Lorrell “Thunder” Early (Eddie Murphy), a

lecherous soul singer. Their mojo is so
strong, before you can say “do-wop, dowop,” Curtis has transformed them into
headliners, “The Dreams.”
Stealing Early from his manager
(Danny Glover) and breaking the two
acts out of ’the chitlin’ circuit into the
mainstream - everyone’s star is on the rise.

DREAMGIRLS
continued on pg. 5

Closing the Education Gap Calls the
Community To Collective Action

Vyrle Davis, COQEBS co-chair addresses capacity crowd

By: GYPSY GALLARDO
Campaign co-chair

ST. PETERSBURG - On Monday,
December 18th, the Campaign to Close

the Gap, an initiative of Concerned
Organizations for Quality of Education
for black Students, held a press
conference. Present were representatives
from more than 50 organizations who

have joined together to call on the
Pinellas County School Board to obey
the August 2000 Federal Court order to
implement a program to close the
achievement gap between black and
white students. A capacity crowd filled
the multi-purpose room at the Enoch
Davis Center to show support of this
campaign. Gypsy Gallardo, co-chair of
the Campaign, served as moderator of
the press conference.
Speakers included Rev. Louis
Murphy, Sr.,; pastor of Mt. Zion
Progressive Missionary Baptist Church;Vyrle Davis, co-chair of COQEBS; and
Gwendolyn Reese, co-chair of The
Campaign to Close the Gap.
A December 10th article in the St.
Petersburg Times noted the recent
launch of the Campaign to Close the
Gap, saying it appears that COQEBS is
“about to up the ante in its seven-year
battle to close the achievement gap
between black and white students.”
The Campaign this week began email, radio and print advertising to
collect 1,000 citizen petitions by
December 21st when the NAACP Legal
Defense Fund will enter closed-door,

Story on Page 8

court-ordered mediation with attorneys
for the Pinellas County School Board to
settle the question of compliance.
Close the Gap is a community-wide
campaign to educate and involve
individuals in collectively calling upon
the Pinellas County School Board to
close the Gap. The Close the Gap
Campaign also calls the community to
collective action by supporting three
“mission critical” objectives:
• Calling upon funders to support a
dramatic increase in high quality after
school programs for academic enrichment,
delinquency prevention and diversion.
• Calling upon civic, social and faith
organizations to recruit their members
as mentors, volunteers, and Contributors
to initiatives like Mayor’s Mentors,
5000 Role Models and Ebony Scholars
to help them serve more of our youth.
• Aiding initiatives that strengthen
families hit hardest by single parenting,
teen pregnancy and parental incarceration.
For additional information on how
you can play a role, contact co-chairs,
Gwendolyn Reese, at 727-896-2677 or
to contribute to the mission, Gypsy
Gallardo at 727-866-0873.

i Meek Is The Only Floridiani
|On Powerful Congressional)
Tax Writing Committee

Story on Page 9
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Merry Christmas - Christmas means more to as than holly cards and pretty

sentiments neatly embossed. W hen, on Christmas morning, we find candy and
candles on our cedar tree, we realize that there would not even be a cedar tree
but for the goodwill and patronage of you and other good customers.

1.

ind we are grateful

Just counting our own blessings leads us to wish you the most prosperous
New Year you ever have known , and a Christmas as merry as ours.
In sincere appreciation

Dianne Speights
General /Advertising Manager

Every Happiness this Holiday Season and Prosperity in the New Year
To our Independent Contractors:
Chris Davis, Kelley Collier, Janies Oneal. Johnnie Mae Howard, Harrison Nash
Cyrille Johnson, Audrey Fitts, Richard Gee, Joyce Johnson, Sharon Melville,
/ >

Shirley Morgan, Av eshah Fillmore
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MIDTOWN NEWS
Congregations United Hosts Annual
Martin Luther King Jr., Worship
ST. PETERSBURG Congregations United for
Community Action, on behalf of the
St. Petersburg Martin Luther King,
Jr., Commemorative Commission,
invites the St. Petersburg community
to attend the annual Martin Luther
King Jr. worship service on Sunday,
January 14, at 4:00 p.m. at the
Unitarian Universalist Church of St.
Petersburg, at 719 Arlington Avenue
North.
The Rev. Abhi Jamananchi, pastor
of the Unitarian Universalist Church
of Clearwater, will give the sermon.
A graduate of Meadville/Lombard

Seminary, Jamananchi was ordained
at the Unitarian Church of Evanston,
Illinois in 1998.
Winners of the Martin Luther
King Jr,, essay contest sponsored
by the MLK Commemorative
Commission will, read their essays
during the service.
Representatives from Roman
Catholic, Jewish, Muslim, and other
Protestant denominations will also
participate in the service, which has
a strong multifaifh component. Choirs
from several congregations have
been invited to participate.
Concentrated in St. Petersburg

and with an eye to what is npw called
the; Midtown District, Congregations
United is a congregation-based
community organization. This
grassroots organization focuses on
the needs of low and middle-income
people, Members are multiracial
and multifaith, with member
congregations worshiping in Jewish
temples, Muslim mosques, Roman
Catholic cathedrals, Baha’i houses
of worship, and Protestant churches.
No other organization in St.
Petersburg can claim as a part of its
mission the effort to bring together
people of so many different faiths. .
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Honor A Teacher For The Holidays
Honor Thy Teacher is a program
that gives members of the
community the opportunity to honor
a Pinellas County Schools teacher
through a gift to the Pinellas
Education Foundation. With the

holidays fast approaching, many
teachers’ desks become filled with
fruit, boxes of chocolate, and gifts
from grateful students and parents.
What better way to wish your
favorite teacher a happy holiday

season than by making a donation to
the Pinellas Education Foundation to
support classroom grants for other
outstanding teachers. We will send
the honored teacher a special gift
card without disclosing the amount.

Tips For A Safe And Healthy
Holiday Season
ST. PETERSBURG - Family
gatherings, special traditions, and
delicious treats - it just may be the
most wonderful time of the year,
especially for children. Unfortunately,
for emergency room doctors it’s
also one of the busiest. Take time
out .to leacu how. Ta..P£Qtect youjr,
little ones; from some common
holiday dangers, and you and your
family can enjoy a season that’s not
only happy but healthy. Here are
some tips from KidsHealth and the
Pinellas County Health Department
for a safe and healthy holiday season:
Poisoning

• Mistletoe, holly, poinsettias
and other plants are commonly used
as decorations during the holidays.
Like many plants, these are considered
potentially poisonous and should be
kept out of the reach of children.
Symptoms of plant poisoning can
include rashes, nausea, vomiting,
and diarrhea. If you suspect that
your child has eaten any part of a
plant, immediately call your child’s
doctor or the national poison c'ontrol
number: (800) 222-1222)
' • “Bubble lights” containing
methylene chloride can be poisonous
if a child drinks the fluid from more
than one light (even if it is labeled
nontoxic.)
• Alcohol poisoning is a common
risk for children during the holiday
season. Many parents host holiday
parties where alcohol is" served.
Parents must take care to remove all
empty and partially empty cups as
soon as possible. Because children
imitate adults, many may drink the
beverages they see adults drinking.
Children become “drunk” much
more quickly than adults, so even
small amounts of alcohol can be
dangerous to children.

• Food poisoning is another
potential holiday hazard. Practice
food safety by washing hands,
utensils, dishes, and anything else
that comes in contact with raw meat,
including poultry and fish, and raw
eggs before and after use. Don’t
contaminate a serving tiisliWilh raw
meat: StiSre Teftov©rS properly and
heat them thoroughly before serving.
Choking and Swallowing

•Tree ornaments, light bulbs,
icicles, tinsel, and small toys are
potential choking hazards for small
children because they may block the
airway. The general rule of thumb is
that if it’s small enough to fit in the
mouths of babies and toddlers, it’s
too small to play with.
• Common holiday foods such
as peanuts or popcorn are potential
choking hazards and should not be
given to children under age four.
• The needles of holiday trees can
cause painful cuts in the mouth and
throat of a child who swallows them.
• Angel hair (made from finely
spun glass) and ornament hangers
may cause cuts, skin irritation, or
eye damage if touched or swallowed
by children.
Fire

• Keep your tree secured in a
sturdy stand so that it cah’t tip over
(or be knocked over by small children
or pets) and keep it away from all
heat sources such as electrical outlets,
radiators, and portable space heaters.
If you buy an artificial tree, be sure
that it is labeled “fire-retardant.”
Unplug all lights, both indoor and
outdoor, and extinguish all candles
every night before you go to bed.
• Never leave the room with
single candles or menorah candles
burning - it only takes a minute for
a spark from a candle to burst into

flames. Keep live candles away
from windowsills and mantles and
use only flame-retardant decorations
when decking your halls.
• Circuits that are overloaded with
lights, decorations, and accessories
can start a fire. Don’t overload indoor
or outdoor electrical outlets.
r • You can protect your family
by using a sturdy fireplace screen
when burning fires. Never bum paper
or pinp boughs, since those materials
can float out of the chimney and
ignite a nearby home.
• Have a family emergency plan
in the event of a fire, and check
smoke detectors before you put up
your holiday decorations. These
steps will ensure that your family
will be able to celebrate many
holiday seasons to come.
Accidents

• There is a lot of cooking going
on during the holiday season; as a
result, there are a lot of opportunities
for bums and scalding. Keep pot
handles turned away from the front
of the stove and always keep the
oven door closed. Watch your
children while you are baking or
cooking in order to prevent accidents.
• Keep breakable ornaments out
of your young children’s reach - or
keep them off the tree until your
children are older. If an ornament
does break, clean up the broken
glass quickly.
• Parents can prevent a holiday
ER visit by making sure the kids are
buckled up securely during car rides
and by not driving after drinking
alcohol. In addition, be Wary when
traveling during the evenings ofholidays such as Christmas Eve and
New Year’s Eve, since there is a
higher incidence of drank driving
accidents on these days.

Success For Students Of Life Skills
Center Of Pinellas County
Twenty-seven students who
might otherwise not have graduated
from traditional high schools
receive a high school diploma.
The students completed their
studies at Life Skills Center of
Pinellas County, 4901 Central Ave.,

St. Petersburg. Graduations are
held in December and June.
The tuition-free, communitybased charter school is geared for
students between the ages of 16 and
21 who have experienced difficulty
with the structure of traditional public

high schools. Students work at their
own pace to pursue academics, life
skills preparation and workplace
training in an innovative class day
of three shifts that accommodate
students’ employment and family
obligations.

• Hungry Howies Pizza & Subs, 3073 18th
Ave. S, Good pizza & subs for lunch, din
ner or late night. Open Sunday to Thurs
day, 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.; Friday & Saturday,
11 a,m. to 1 a.m. • Call 327-5555.

• No time to cook after holiday shopping?
Stop by Midtown Seafood & Grille, 2400
Dr. MLK St. S., for a delicious grouper
sandwich or delectable shrimp. Other fish
specialties, burgers, wings and hot dogs
also available. ♦ Call 898-6801.
• Red's Snak Shak, 1701 16th St. S. Home
of the famous "Big Red" burger. Try the
delicious fried chicken, fish, shrimp and
thick milk shakes’! Eat in or take out.
Open Late! • Call 822-4442.

RESERVE A PARADE FLOAT NOW.

Mark your

calendar for the 22nd Annual Martin Luther
King, Jr. Drum Major for Justice PARADE
(on Monday, January 15, 2007) in downtown
St. Petersburg. Now is the time to reserve a
float for your organization or business by
contacting Chick Adams at Festive Floats in
Tampa. First, you may want to go online,
www.festivefloats.com, and select a float from
themes such as sports, beach or other Florida
themes. Next, come and look at the float at
their warehouse, at 2102 Orient Rd. in Tampa,
and make a cash deposit (half of the amount).
The average cost of a Festive Float is between
$1,000 to $1,500. Call Chick Adams at Festive
Floats, 813-879-2878.
Dec. 21 • Midtown Vibe Music Series: Songs of
Joy. Royal Theatre, 1011 22nd St. S.
Performances of seasonal favorites from youth
and adult choirs, soloists, jazz artists, mime, bal
let and hip hop dancers. $3 youth, $10 adult,
$15 adult couple. 327-6556.

• Guests coming for the winter holidays?
At Foodies, 1235 Central Ave,, choose your
favorite from a list of 14 dinner options and
Foodies staff will prepare them - for pick
up or delivery. Customize your dinners by
assembling meals on site. Take home one
meal or several for the week or for the
month. • Call 209-1418 or visit
www.foodies.net
• Sweetbay, 1794 22nd St. S., is your fullservice Midtown supermarket and deli. Fill
ail your grocery and pharmacy needs at
competitive prices. Meats, fruits and veg
etable are always fresh! • Open daily,
7 a,m. to 10 p.m. • Say hello to Store
Manager, Tony Brown on your next visit.
• Taligran’s Laundrette, 1783 16th St. S„
Too busy to do your laundry? No problem!
Drop it off for wash, dry arid fold service
by the pound. Open Monday to Saturday,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Call 895-2116.

• Have a real fire 365 days a year without
all the heat! Fire Place Central Inc., 1167
34th St. S, offers a wide selection of fire
places for all tastes and budgets. Add flair
to your existing fireplace with electric logs
(made of real wood), moving lights and
crackling sounds. Enjoy the heat of a 5000
BTU unit - for only 3 cents an hour and
don't worry about heat or clean up! Order
your new fireplace or logs now and enjoy
the Florida winter. Open Tuesday to
Saturday; closed Monday. • Call 327-9028.
• Visit your Midtown St. Petersburg
2200
Dr. MLK St. S., for holiday sales on furni
ture, bedding, electronics, accessories and
more! Find that quality gift for the special
person on your list. • Se habla espanol.
•Call 822-3741.
Badcock Home Furniture and More,

• Need transportation for holiday guests?
Try Scoot-R Scooter, 2327 Central Ave,, for
rental, sales and service, helmets and
other accessories. Enjoy an unencumbered
ride to the beach, to shop, eat out or visit
holiday activities. Delivery available. Ask
Cleo or Jean about holiday specials.
• Call 323-4700.

Dec. 22 • Grand Central Stroll & Outdoor Movie.
Central Ave. from 21 st St. to 30th St. 5 to 9 p.m.
Over 20 shops, night spots and businesses open
late with specials and entertainment. Outdoor
sunset movie at 22nd St. and Central Ave.
341-7198.

Dec. 22 & 23 • The Chocolate Nutcracker.

.

Mahaffey Theater, 400 1 st St. S. Fri. 7:30 p.m.,
Sat. 1 & 7:30 p.m. Wonderful community holiday
event tells the traditional story of The Nutcracker
with a modern twist. $32 to $52.
www.mahaffeytheater.com or 892-5767.
Dec. 22 & 29 • St. Pete Shuffle. St. Petersburg
Shuffieboard Courts, 559 Mirror Lake Dr. N. 7 to
11 p.m. A hip twist on an old game with music
and art. www.stpeteshuffle.com or 867-7228.

Dec. 23 & 30 • Saturday Morning Market Central

Ave. from 1 st to 2nd St. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Open
air market with fresh produce, gourmet baked
goods, greenery, handcrafts and more.
www.saturdaymorningmarket.com or 455-4921.
Dec. 30 • Kwanzaa Celebration. Enoch Davis

Center, 1111 18th Ave. S. 6 to 8 p.m. Celebrate
“Nia,” the fifth principal of Kwanzaa. 687-1109.
Dec. 31 • WMNF presents Donna the Buffalo.

Coliseum, 535 4th Ave. N. 8 p.m. BYOB, set-ups
and snacks available. 892-5202.
Midday @
Midtown venues, 2 to 5 p.m.; downtown venues,
5 p.m. to midnight. Annual family oriented New
Year's Eve celebration of the arts that takes
place in 30 venues in and around downtown. $8
adults, $5 children unde.r 12, $10 day of event.
www.firstnightstpete.com or 823-8906.
Dec. 31 • First Night St Petersburg.

Jan. 1 • Kwanzaa Celebration. Enoch Davis
Center, 1111 18th Ave. S. 6 to 8 p.m. Celebrate
“Imani,” the seventh principal of Kwanzaa, with
music and dancing. All are invited; bring a cov
ered dish. Free. 893-7134.

Jan. 5 • Get Downtown. Central Ave. from 2nd

Five Tips on Good Business
Signage (from score®):
- Think of a business sign as a form of
communication. You want It to get your
message across.
- Be sure it is large enough to read.
Consider the speed of local traffic and the
time in which it must be read.
- Make it short and simple.
~ Provide ample lighting so that it can be
read at night.
- Change it from time to time to renew
potential customers' interest.

to 3rd St. 5:30 to 10 p.m. Live music and festive
street party. Free. 393-3597.

st.petersburg
www.stpete.org

Economic Development
Continuing The Progress'
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages - be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

Democrats Toughest
Opponent May Be Democrats
Congress
reconvenes next
month with a record
number of AfricanAmerican committee
chairmen. But the
hardest part of
governing, now that
George E.
Curry
Democrats control
NNPA Columnist
both the House and
Senate, may be how
well Party leaders handle members of
their own Party.
Even before she assumes her role as
the first female Speaker of the House,
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) is showing
signs of inconsistency. I don’t know
what it is, but when White liberals want
to prove that they can be tough, they
invariably pick an African-American as
the punching bag. Bill Clinton, running
for president, appeared before a Jesse
Jackson-sponsored event to criticize
Sister Souljah.
Although FBI agents reported that
they found $90,000 in Rep. William
Jefferson’s freezer, giving new meaning
to the term “cold cash,” he still has not
been indicted, let alone convicted of any
crime. In fact, he proceeded to get re
elected against overwhelming odds on
Saturday. Rather than grarit Jefferson the
presumption of innocence and wait' for
him to be judged by the judicial system,
Pelosi saw fit to summarily kick him off
of the House Ways and Means
Committee, The Congressional Black
Caucus objected to the move but, in the
end, had no power to change the
outcome.
Seeing several Republican operatives
go to jail on corruption charges, Pelosi
pledged to drain the swamp, her way of
saying Democrats would be a paragon
on ethical behavior. She sought to make
this point by passing over Alcee
Hastings, an African-American, to
become chair of the House Intelligence
Committee.
Playing on the intelligence of
African-Americans, she decided to pass
over Hastings at the urging of Blue Dog
Democrats, conservatives that frequently
vote with Republicans.
Hastings’ opponents point to a
Senate decision 17 years ago to remove
him from the federal bench. The Senate
voted to impeach Hastings after a
federal jury found him not guilty of
accepting bribes.
Pelosi praised Hastings’ work as she
announced her decision not to appoint
him, saying “Alcee Hastings has always
placed national security as his highest
priority. He has served our country well,
and I have full Confidence that he’ll
continue to do so.”
Strangely, Pelosi rejected Hastings,
supposedly on ethical grounds' while
pushing hard for the. selection of tainted
Rep. John Murtha (D-Penp.)

Murtha was entangled in ABSCAM
the FBI bribery and sting operation of
the 19.70s that sent several Congressmen
to jail. Murtha was seen on the videotape
discussing a bribe for help in an
immigration case. Murtha never tumec
down the bribe, saying only that he
wasn’t interested “at this time.”
Pelosi fought hard for Murtha to
become House Majority leader, but that
position went to Steny Hoyer of
Maryland. If she was interested in
draining swamps in Florida, why wasn’
she interested in draining them in
Pennsylvania? That’s the Who-wants-to
be-a-Millionaire question of the year.
Over the past 12 years, House Republican
leaders have been effective because they
had a clear agenda and punished anyone
who strayed from the' course. Early
indications are that Nancy Pelosi will
rule by caving in to conservative
dissidents.
The clout of Blue Dog Democrats is
vastly overrated. With 44 members, they
have only one member more than the
CBC - one-fifth of the Democratic
delegation. If ft weren’t for Black
Congressmen such as Harold Ford, Jr., a
member of both groups, the Blue Dogs
wouldn’t enjoy that slight edge The
Hispanic apd Black'"Congressional
caucuses often form a voting bloc and
have more combined members than the
so-called Blue Dog Democrats. In
addition, other groups, such as those
representing progressive women, represent
more members than the conservative
wing of the Democratic Party. The
Congressional Caucus for Women’s
Issues, for example, co-chaired by
Barbara Lee and Lynn Woolsey - will
have at least 71 members in January. It
makes no sense to capitulate to 20
percent of the Party while ignoring the
needs of the other 80 percept.
Although some members of the
CBC feel we should be doing cartwheels
over their election to power committees
and subcommittees, the new Speaker of
the House has already proven that she is
willing to ignore the wishes of the CBC.
Ron Walters, the highly-respected
political scientist at the University of
Maryland, and I appeared on Jesse
Jackson’s talk show last Sunday, All
three of us concluded that AfricanAmericans can’t relax now that Blacks
have more power in Congress. In order
to bring about change and keep some of
the Black lawmakers on course, AfricanAmericans must lobby them and hold
them accountable. And when Pelosi
steps out of line, she too should feel the
heat.
If we fail to do that, we might
continue to have a good time every year
at CBC weekend, but we will have
minimal influence in Congress. And if
that’s going to be the case, why go
through the motions?

Do you have an article and/or pictures
of community events that would be
of interest to the public?
The Weekly Challenger welcomes these submissions.
Please send copies (not originals) of your work to:

The Weekly Challenger Office:
2500 M.L. King, Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

In Selfless Pursuit Of A
Better Society
Xavier University’s
Dr. Norman Francis ■,
the longest-serving
college president in the
nation, was recently
chosen to receive the
highest honor granted
a civilian. - the
Marc H. Morial
President and
Presidential Medal
CEO, National
of Freedom, Few
Urban League
Americans deserve
this honor as much as Dr. Francis, who
in 2005 was recognized by the National
Urban League as a living legend at our
annual conference in Washington, D.C.
His commitment to the education of
African Americans in the fields of
pharmacology, science and pre-med is
unparalled. Xavier, one of the first and
longest-standing participants in our
Black Executive Exchange Program,
graduates more black pharmacists,
scientists and aspiring doctors than any
institution nationwide. The university
has accounted for roughly one-quarter of
black pharmacists practicing in the
United States and more future AfricanAmerican doctors than any other
undergraduate school.
“These are the sorts of things that
happen in one’s lifetime that you never
expect,” DT.' Francis ' told "thg" New'
Orleans Times Picayune recently. “I
accept it for all the people who made
this possible, whose shoulders I’m
standing on and who helped me be
encouraged to work hard and to serve
the career that I chose. They are all part
of this award. It’s not for me alone.”
The parents of Dr. Francis, bom in
Lafayette, Louisiana in 1931, knew their
son was destined to go places. They did
all they could to send him to St. Paul
Catholic elementary and secondary
schools. Though a barber and homemaker
of modest means, they made great
sacrifices to give their son the best
education possible.
And Dr. Francis more than delivered
on his promise, first earning a B.S. from
Xavier in 1952 and then a J.D. from
Loyola University Law School, where
he was the first black student. He
couldn’t stay in the dorms at Loyola
because he was black so he lived at his
alma mater, serving as dean of men until
1956 when he joined the U.S. Army’s
Third Armored Division. He returned to
his old job and then in 1963 he was
promoted to director of student personnel
services. By 1968, Dr. Francis took the
helm of nation’s only historically black
Catholic university.
Over his nearly 40-year tenure,
Xavier grew at an unprecedented clip.
The campus became known as Emerald
City for its lavish green landscaping and
housed a $15-million library, a 430-bed
$13 million dorm and a $23-million
Science complex, including a school of
pharmacy. From 1999 to 2005, enrollment
increased 35 percent to more than 4,000
students, and 470 graduates were accepted
to medical schools.
But in August of 2005, Hurricane
Katrina changed everything. Not only
was the first floor of Dr. Francis’ house

reduced to “nothing but studs and walls”
but the university he led sustained major
water and wind damage, he recalled to
Tavis Smiley in 2005.
Floods resulting from breached
levees in Katrina’s aftermath rushed in,
deluging the Xavier campus and damaging
every single building. That five years
earlier Congress had passed legislation
exempting private colleges and universities
from Federal Emergency Management
Administration aid didn’t help matters
much. Xavier, which has a small
endowment and whose students depend
heavily on government aid, faced footing
the bill for its own Katrina recovery,
But that didn’t deter Dr. Francis. He
not only brought his university back to
working order, but he answered the call
of his state by accepting the
chairmanship of the Louisiana Recovery
Authority. In this capacity, he has
figured prominently in efforts to Help
Gulf Coast residents rebuild their lives
in Katrina’s wake.
Dr. Francis Championed the notion
that New Orleans could be restored not
only to its former but a greater glory,
challenging those who advocated
shrinking the city’s footprint after the
storm. “One thing that you can’t kill is
the spirit and thededieation that people
have. We’ve got a lot of people who are
dedicated to making this a different state
and every city a different place. We hope
to use this opportunity to make this state
and our cities better than they ever were.
It’s not going to be easy,” he told Tavis
Smiley in 2005.
Xavier’s president has received
commendations from countless prominent
figures, including Nelson Mandela,
President Bill Clinton, Bill Gates, Jesse
Jackson and Pope John Paul II, and has
acquired numerous honorary degrees:
He joins the late John “Buck” O’Neil,
who up until his death served as the
Negro Leagues’ chief historian and also
became the first black coach in the
major leagues; the great B.B. King;
literacy crusader,
Ruth Johnson Colvin; historian and
journalist Paul Johnson; and Nobel
Prize-winning
scientist,
Joshua
Lederberg in receiving the medal.
Previous winners include Bill Cosby,
Hank Aaron and PearlBailey.
The Presidential Medal of Freedom
was first established by President Harry
S. Trunlan in 1945 to recognize people
who helped American interests overseas.
In 1963 , it evolved by executive order of
President John F. Kennedy into an honor
recognizing civilian. contributions by
Americans in the fields of the arts, sports,
politics, business and other arenas.
Describing Dr. Francis’ contributions,
Donald Powell, the federal coordinator
of Gulf Coast rebuilding for the Bush
administration told the Times Picayune
that “Nobody has done as much for
mankind” toward bettering the world
around him. I must concur. He gives
inspiration and hope to the world that it
is possible to emerge from the ashes of
disaster - or in this case the waters of
Lake Ponchartrain - stronger than ever.
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“WBTT Raises The Roof At
Historic Asolo Theater”
Yes! You read it correctly.
Westcoast Black Theater Troupe,
aka: WBTT continued to “raise the
roof’ at the historic Asolo Theater
in Sarasota during a four-day period
from
December
14th ' until
December
17th.
Using
an
incomparable
work-force
of
musically talented “Roof Raisers,”
WBTT caused onlookers to
encourage their performances by
“hand-clapping,” “whistles,” and
other joyous sounds of excitement.
A short year ago, I asked three
questions ih this column: “Want to
hear some great Gospel music?”;

“Care to listen to a musical
ensemble of 14 beautiful voices
blended so well, that you can’t help
but say amen?”; and, “Having
difficulty getting into the spirit of
Christmas with the hustle and
bustle
that
wc experience
nowadays, in this modem society of
ours?” I went on to say, “If you’ve
answered “Yes” to any of these
questions, you need to immediately
purchase a ticket to see the hottest
musical playing in Sarasota this
season. I’m talking about the West
Coast Black Theater Troupe’s
presentation of Black Nativity.”

Last Friday evening, I had the
opportunity to attend WBTT’s
holiday tradition of presenting its
very own adaptation of Langston
Hughes’, “Black Nativity.” A large
part of Hughes’ material deals with
his experiences as a citizen of the
United States. Referred to by many
as the “Negro Poet Laureate,”
Hughes has secured a permanent
place in the ranks of major 20th
Century American writers.
Black Nativity was first
produced on Broadway in 1960,
and has been recreated all over the
world in theaters and churches. It is

DREAMGIRLS

Song and drama blend well and
are some of the best musical
moments ever featured in film,
especially given the difficulty of
the genre. Chicago succeeded. Rent
did not. It’s a crapshoot Condon
wins handily.
“Dreamgirls” has so much star
power the wattage could blind you.
Knowles plays Deena, the ambitious
(yet not heartless) Ross-like icon
with alluring feminine ! wile.
Supporting actors including Rose,
Robinson and Glover are solid.
Vintage footage of Dick Clark and
Ed Sullivan and cameos by Loretta
Devine (one Of Broadway’s original
Dreamgirls), and Hinton Battle
(another Broadway cast member),
are refreshing surprises. Foxx
sneers
commercialism
and
capitalism like a dragon snorting
fire. Hudson’s auspicious screen
debut is assured with her respectful
rendition of the tour-de-force, “I’m
Telling You I’m Not Going,”
honoring
Jennifer
Holiday’s
original. A lesser production might
have cast some MTV, VH1, or BET
starlets who can’t sing but look
pretty, but Dreamgirls’ singers”
blow yon away; they can blast their
voices well beyond the cheap seats.
And Eddie Murphy? The ghosts

of Marvin Gaye, Otis Redding and
Jackie Wilson inhabit his
performance. It’s absolutely haunting.
This is Murphy’s finest, most
nuanced interpretation, yet. He
most certainly deserves an Oscar
nod for Best Supporting Actor, and
should win.
Rarely have costumer designers,
art directors, cinematographers and
editors worked so well together.
Sharen Davis, Oscar-nominated for
her “Raji” costumes, elevates the art
form to new heights with her
Supremish gowns and haute ’60s
and ‘70s attire. Production Designer
John Myhre, Art Director Tomas
Voth and Set Decorator Nancy
Haigh’s attention to color, shape and
texture is impeccable. Sweeping
cinematography by Tobias A.
Schliessler and taut editing by
Virginia Katz complete one of the
highest quality productions in
years.
“Dreamgirls” succeeds on all
levels: perfect casting and acting,
astute direction, toe-tapping music,
and stunning images. Dreamgirls
hits all the rights notes and packs an
emotional punch. ,
“Dreamgirls” will never leave
you. All you’ve got to do is dream.

continued from front page
Everyone, that is, except Effie.
Effie’s big bluesy voice, prickly
attitude and her volatile, volcanic
mood swings spell trouble. Even
courting Curtis can’t save her
eventual fall from grace. Deena,
Lorrell and Effie’s brother, C.C.
(Keith Robinson), the group’s
songwriter, turn their backs on her
when Curtis' utters, “Effie, Deena is
singing lead...”
She’s demoted and then tossed
out like an old shoe,' no matter how
fervently she pleads for mercy.
Twenty years later, time has
been kind to this classic drama and
its indelible characters, as rewritten
by director/writer Bill Condpn from
the original book and lyrics by the
late Tom Eyen. Effie, the central
protagonist, haughty at first bowed and broken in the end - lets
you ride her emotions like a
rollercoaster. Drug abuse, out-ofwedlock pregnancies, death, payola,
scandal, race relations - and of
course, betrayal, are riveting.
The dialogue, between songs,
reverberates.
Curtis to a defiant Deena: “You
know why I told you to sing lead?
Because your voice has no depth.”
Condon, who also wrote the
screenplay for Chicago, gives
“Dreamgirls” its sure-footed rhythm.
Well-clipped staccato edits set an
engaging pace.
Artful close-ups, newsreel
footage and signs of the times
(including Diana Ross and Motown
styled album covers) provide visual
splendor and memorable epochs.
Condon directs veterans and
ingenues alike with a Midas touch.
Never is the film’s viability
questionable despite characters
breaking into song without notice.

an informal retelling of the birth of
Christ based upon the Gospel of St.
Luke and reflects the high spirits
and feelings of African-American
culture. In other words, this is a
musical (gospel) play which retells
the age-old Christmas' story from a
black point of view. It is considered
by many to be the most beloved
work by Langston Hughes, and
delivers a universally powerful
message of joyfulness, hope,
triumph and freedom. His love of
gOspel music and dance in an
environment of creativeness has
made this Christmas musical a
recurrent favorite.
In the Playbill, talented Artistic
Director Nate Jacobs refers to
WBTT’s Black Nativity production
as its annual Christmas card to the
Tampa Bay community. I add to
this by saying it is also an open
invitation to anyone who enjoys
great music and exceptional acting
talent. Jacobs also states in the Ad.
Journal inviting WBTT Friends to
join in celebrating its 2006 - 2007
Fifth
Anniversary
season,
“Welcome to the best WBTT
Season ever!” It appears that truer
words have never been said. If this
year’s first production of “Black
Nativity” is representative of what
can be expected during the

remainder of the year, “Watch Out
Tampa Bay! We’ve got a tiger by
the tail!”
On Friday evening, I arrived
early and while picking up our
tickets at the Box Office, 1 heard
that the theater had “sold out” for
the second night in a row. I realized
that “word of mouth” was the best
advertisement of all and that it
would be no surprise if all four
matinees and evening performances
also sold out or came mighty close
to it. Soon after, I experienced a.
performance that' should have been
on Broadway in New York City.
The musical selections feature
the music of Dr. Henry L? Porter,
Divided into two Acts with a 15
minute intermission, time flew by
even though each Act presented 18
or more songs. By the tremendous
applause, it seemed as if the
audience could not get enough.
What was so great was that most of
the music was new to our ears. Of
course, there were the old standards
such as “O’ Come All Ye Faithful,”
“Joy to the World,” and “Go Tell It
On The Mountain.” Performing and
singing these great songs were lead
singers
LaToiya
Calderon,
Chadwick,
Margaret
Clark,
Angelina Sims, Jnana Wilson and
20 ensemble support singers.

Several scenes included dancing
performed by Aneysia Bonner,
Keone Dent, Myllanna McKinnon,
Ramona Moore and Adar Pitts,
outstanding and exciting to watch.
Those of you who did not see
Black Nativity, do not fret. From
February 8 to the 17th, 2007, you’ll
have an opportunity to see WBTT
at their best with the hit play
“Fences” by August Wilson. On
March 8 until the 24th, WBTT
brings “Dreamgirls” to the stage,
and from May 3 to the 1.9th, you’ll
have the opportunity to see “Once
On This Island.” All shows will be
at the Historic Asolo Theater in
Sarasota. For tickets & information,
please call: (941) 358-9228.

Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive”
by “Supporting Live Jazz!”

Jazz fans - do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website at:
rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me
at JazzJamm@aolcom. You may also
mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz
Jamm, c/o The Weekly Challenger,
2500 M.L. King, Jr. Street South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

It Is Not Too Late To Get A Flu Shot
Annual influenza vaccination
is recommended for everyone,
especially for the following groups:
• Persons at high risk for
influenza-related complications and
severe disease, including
•
•
•
•

children aged 6-59 months
pregnant women
persons 50 years or older
persons of any age with
certain chronic medical
conditions

• Persons who live with, or
cafe for, persons at high risk.
• Health-care workers
In addition to receiving a flu
shot, the Pinellas County Health
Department
recommends
the
following practices to help in
staying healthy this season:
• 'Stay home when you’re sick
and keep sick children home.
• Wash your hands often with
soap and water or an alcohol-based

.^JAy*

hand cleaner.
• Avoid touching your eyes,
nose or mouth.
.
• Do not share eating utensils,
drinking glasses, towels or other
personal items.
• Avoid close contact with
people, who are sick, if possible.
•Avoid crowds and areas
where people congregate and are
likely to be sneezing and coughing.
• Make sure you’re eating
properly and getting enough rest.

proof positive!
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Dianne Speights

Ask me how you can enjoy

Independent Beauty Consultant
(727) 866-6621'

dramatic results today!
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TOO BUSY TO DINE IN?
(Left to right) Danny Glover as. Marty, Eddie Murphy as James
“Thunder” Early and Jamie Foxx as Curtis in “Dreamgirls.”

TAKEOUT SEAFOOD
IS OUR SPECIALTY!
SCALLOP & SHRIMP
GULF GROUPER . . .

SCHOLARSHIP NOTICE:
** PARENTS, TEACHERS, COUNSELORS, ETC. **

IN-HOUSE SMOKED
SALMON OR MAH I

.

** STUDENT MUST BE FEMALE **

400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL

The Tampa Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. is offering

(727) 327-8309
(727) 328-8309

numerous scholarships to African-American seniors in Tampa Bay. The student must
have a 3.5 GPA and must plan to attend college in the Fall ‘07 semester. More than
$25,000 in scholarships Will be aWarded in May ‘07. Applications are due by January
12th and can be obtained at WWW.deltasigmathetatampa.org.
APPLY NOW!

MID PENIMIULA SEAFOOD
MARKET & RHTAURANT

Mon. - Sat. 11 AM to 9 PM
Sunday ... Gone Fishin*
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Gruden Not Concerned
About Job Security
By: FRED GOODALL

AP Sports Writer

TAMPA
Tampa
Bay
Buccaneers coach, Jon Gruden insists
he’s not concerned about the
possibility that missing the playoffs
for the third time ih four seasons
could cost him his job.
The Bucs (3-10) officially were
eliminated from postseason contention
after Sunday’s 17-6 loss to the
Atlanta Falcons. They’ve lost six of
their last seven games and haven’t
.scored a touchdown in the past .11
quarters.
“I don’t worry about those things.
I really don’t,” Gruden said Monday,
adding that he has confidence that the
sons of owner, Malcolm Glazer “will
do what’s right for Tampa, and that’s
all I care about.”
Tampa Bay went 12-4 and won
the Super Bowl in its first season
under Gruden, hut has finished with a
winning record only once since then.
Gruden is 38-39 in five seasons,
including a 26-35 mark since
becoming the youngest coach to win
a Super Bowl.
The Bucs went 0-6 against NFC
South rivals this season after winning
the division and making the playoffs
at 11-5 in 2005.
“I’m sure I’ll be on the hot

channel there for some people to talk
about, but there’s a lot of good things
in store for Tampa. I do believe that,”
Gruden said. “Right now it’s a cold,
dark place, and you’ve got to keep
your fist rolled up and live through
these times arid you’ve got to be a
survivor. You’ve got to keep pushing.”:
The Glazers were not available
for comment.
Gruden, who has two years
remaining on his contract at about
$4.5 million per season, said the
owners have been “supportive of me
* and my staff.”1
“I don’t ever speak for them. ...
I’m not going to address any
speculation. That’ll be a decision that
they make. I’m real confident that
I’m in this for the long haul,” Gruden
said.
“We have some areas that we
need to redeem ourselves and that we
need to get some guys well. We’re
missing some key players, and
whatever happens will happen. But
my sole purpose in hfe right now is to
go upstairs and find a way to beat the
vaunted Chicago Bears (this week).”
The Bucs haven’t scored a
touchdown since the first quarter of a
38-10 loss at Dallas on Thanksgiving
Day. They kicked a meaningless field
goal on the final play to avoid a
shutout at Pittsburgh two weeks ago

and were limited to a pair of first-half
field goals by Atlanta.
Although rookie quarterback,
Bruce Gradkowski was benched late
in the fourth quarter Sunday, Gruden
said the sixth-round draft pick will
start this week at Chicago.
Gradkowski is 3-7 since
replacing the injured Chris Simms.
Veteran backup, Tim Rattay also will
be prepared to play, Gruden said.
“Would Tim Rattay possibly give
our team a better chance to win?
Well, that’s a great debate. We’re also
trying to take advantage of this
opportunity to see a young guy with
some promise figure it all out and get
better,” Gruden said. “That’s the only
way this guy is ever going to get
better, is to play. You have to weigh
all that stuff as you make a decision.”,
Rattay completed 9 of 13 passes
for 83 yards in the closing minutes
against Atlanta, directing a drive that
reached the Falcons 2 before time ran
out. The seventh-year pro took the
news that he’s still the backup in
stride.
“There isn’t a person in the NFL
who doesn’t want to play, who would
like to sit on the bench,” Rattay said.
“But that’s a coach’s decision. I
respect that, so I’ll prepare like I
always do and be ready in case
something happens.”

Alex Hill: “The Next Great Who”

Alex Hill

By: JAYDE’NARD
Basketball’s “Next Great Who”
will not be found playing on the
cOurts of a high school or NCAA
team. “The Next Great Who” will not
come from a big city such as New
York or Chicago. “The NBA’s Next
Great Who” will arise from St.
Petersburg, Florida.
Twenty-two year old, 6’6, 215
guard/forward, Alex Hill is no
stranger to the game of basketball.
Hill has been hustling towards his
NBA dream since graduating from
St. Petersburg Catholic High School
in 2002. What makes his story so
different is that Alex didn’t play high
school basketball. Hill signed with
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural
College (ABAC) in Tifton, GA on an
athletic scholarship based solely on
word Of mouth, and immediately
became a star player winning the
dunk contest at a pep rally and
posting game scores of 15 pts in his
3rd game, 21 pts in his 4th, and 23 pts
in his 5th game. Yet, he was met with

disappointment when he had to un
enroll from ABAC due to not
meeting the academic criteria for his
scholarship. This hurt Hill, and set
him back from reaching his NBA
dreams, but it did not break him.
He returned home to recover his
academic status at St. Pete College,
determined to master what he
believed to be a God-given talent.
While in St. Petersburg, Alex played
in church league games, pick-up
games, and small basketball
tournaments to build his name and
resume as a credible basketball player.
During this re-evaluation period
Alex re-linked with 25 year shooting
development coach, Marvin Harvey,
who trains players at “The Edge”
facility in Orlando and is known as
“The Teacher” because he helps
players perfect their skills within his
“shooters academy” program. Coach
Harvey had seen and heard of Alex’s
potential and volunteered to take him
under his wing. Hill became a better
shooter and a far better all around
player than he was at ABAC. In the
summer of 2006, Hill had the
opportunity to test his abilities
against NBA players at Champions
Sportsplex during a Pro-Amateur,
tournament.
With so many doors opening and
different routes of exposure, Hill
decided to attend open tryouts for the
NBA Development League’s Florida
Flame team. Out of the 125 players
who attended for a spot on the Florida
Flames 05/06 roster, Hill was one of
the four selected, solidifying him as
an NBA-ready player, but due to

contract miscommunication, Hill was
not selected to join the team.
Fast forward to the annual ProAm tournament in Las Vegas April 69th, 2006. Hill and his team from St.
Petersburg, FL take the court in their
first game in a series of three played.
The opposition was from all walks of
basketball life including the NBA.
The crowd was filled with DL League,
International, and NBA scouts looking
for “The Next Great Who.” When the
game was over, Hill had scored an
amazing 40 pt win. Although, they
did not win the championship due to
a key player’s injury, Hill scored an
additional 18 pts in his second game
and 28 in his last. Hill was inquired
about from scouts representing the
Bulls, Timber Wolves, and the
Pistons, all wondering who this kid
was, and where he came from.
He is currently playing ABA with
the Orlando Aces (orlandoaces.com)
in the backyard of the Orlando
Magic. Hill is the team’s leading
scorer averaging 21.3 points per
game, 5 rebounds per game, 56
percent from the field, and 50
percent from the line. Alex hopes
by playing with the Aces, to get a
10-day contract with the Orlando
Magic, play with another NBA
team, or to enter the NBA draft,
knowing that all it takes, is a chance
to prove himself. His faith will see
him on an NBA court at which
time, “The Next Great .Who” will
come out of St. Petersburg, FL and
will be compared to the likes of
Kobe, Lebron, and Wade.

Southwest Florida Water
Management District Employees
3,000+ Celebrate Success At The
Help During Holiday Season
Doorways Holiday Celebration

By: REBECCA COURIER

Throughout the year Southwest
Florida Water Management District
employees volunteer their time and
donate money to help support a
variety of charitable organizations,
but the greatest support comes
during the holiday season.
The District’s employee
committee coordinates the holiday
season benevolent efforts, which
begin in the fall with an auction to
raise funds for the “adopt-a-family”
program that helps employee?, their
families, and their friends and
neighbors. Families are anonymously
referred, then “adopted” by
individuals, departments, or other
groups of employees who want to

make someone’s holiday a little
brighter. This year’s auction raised
nearly $6,000. With these funds, 34
families were adopted.
“This is the 12th year of
coordinated efforts at the District,”
said Joyce Morra, the District’s
holiday benevolent coordinator.
“The most generous people work
here. If you tell them about a need
and ask for help, they will be there.”
In addition to “adopting” families,
District staff in Brooksville also
held food drives and sponsored 25
foster children for the holidays. The
food drives benefited the Arcadia
Center for the Needy and the First
Baptist Church of Brooksville’s
“Helping Hands” food bank.
Approximately 1,600 pounds of

food and personal care items was
collected for the Arcadia Center for
the Needy along with clothing,
toys, books household items and
artificial Christmas trees. Between
500 to 600 pounds of food and
personal care items were collected
for the First Baptist Church of
Brooksville’s “Helping Hands”
food bank.
District staff in Bartow held a
Thanksgiving food drive for Bartow
Church Services, and adopted
families through the organization
for Christmas, providing food and
presents. The District has more
than 700 employees who work in
Brooksville, Bartow, Tampa and
Sarasota.

Alex M

Helping to ring in the holidays
for Pinellas County Schools
Doorways Scholars, MTV Television
star, Alex M, joined with the Pinellas
Education Foundation at the 15th
Annual Doorways Celebration. She
is a popular recording artist and one
of the stars of the hit MTV series,
Laguna Beach. The Celebration also
featured student entertainers from
Boca Ciega and Osceola High

Schools, as well as St. Petersburg’s scholarships through the support of
Soulful Arts Dancers. Attended businesses,
individuals,
clubs,
by
3,00Q students, .churches and civic organizations, and
educators, community leaders, the Pinellas Education Foundation.
and volunteers, the 15th Annual
Students are also matched with
Doorways Celebration was presented volunteer mentors who serve as
by Aon Consulting in cooperation role models and help keep them
with Take Stock in Children and was motivated, focused on education and
held on December 6 at Tropicana excited about their futures. In
Field in St. Petersburg.
exchange, Doorways students sign a
Currently there are more than contract promising to work hard,
1,900 students enrolled in Pinellas attend school, get good grades and
County Schools who have' the stay out of trouble. In the past three
guarantee of a Florida Prepaid years, an average of 84% of
College Scholarship through the Doorways students graduated on time
Doorways Scholarship Program. and retained their scholarships. This
Nearly 1,000 Doorways students is compared to 53% of all high school
have graduated from high school and students graduating in Florida and
are currently enrolled in, or awaiting 54% in Pinellas County. Nearly $20
entrance
into
college. These million have been contributed to
students, enrolled in the program as Doorways Scholarships since 1992. .
early as 4th grade, have earned

Sleep Away the Pounds’ in 2007
Look no further. SL Petersburg College Has just

www.spcollege.edu
(727) 341-4772
St Petersburg College
Excellence in education since 1927

It’s that time of year again. As the
New Year begins, many of us are
starting to make our resolutions.
Like millions of Americans, most of
us have ‘lose weight’ at the top of our
list. But to reach our weight loss
goals we should also resolve to get a
better night’s sleep. Contrary to
popular belief, you actually need to
snooze to lose! That’s right, sleep
more to weigh less. So how can a
good night’s rest impact the scale?
' Lack of sleep affects hormone
levels that can trigger hunger and
slow down your metabolism. In fact,
a recent study shows that people who
sleep less than seven to nine hours a
night are up to 75 percent more likely
to be obese. That’s why bestselling
author and nutritionist Cherie
Calbom
has
developed
a
groundbreaking program to help you
slim down and rest well. “Sleep is the
ingredient researchers are pointing to
as the missing link in weight loss
plans,” says Calbom. “Many of us are
tempted to think if we stay up late,
we’U bum more calories. But this is
simply not true. Getting more sleep,
such as seven to nine hours a night, is
the ticket to a lean body.”
Of course, in our hectic lives, a
good night’s sleep is a rarity for many

Americans. A poll sponsored by the
National Sleep Foundation found that
74
percent
of
respondents
experienced at least one symptom of
a sleep disorder a few nights a week
and only 30 percent of adults reported
getting eight or more hours of sleep
on
weeknights. That’s
why
Calbom’s new book, Sleep Away the
Pounds, touts a comprehensive plan
to improve not just the duration but
also the quality of sleep.
“Lots of women are short on
sleep,” says Calbom. “Whether a
woman suffers from insomnia, too
much to do, work or relationship
problems, dealing with a new baby or
carrying baggage from the past—
these are all things that can keep her
from getting enough sleep. And then
she’ll battle carb cravings and never
know why.”
In Sleep Away the Pounds,
CalbOm outlines a four-step plan to
improve sleep and balance out the
hunger-causing hormones:
Step 1: Get a better night’s sleep.
Calbom offers 60 tips to help make
this happen. Step 2 Reduce Stress and
calm your mind to get a good night’s
sleep and help reduce the stress
hormones that pack on the pounds.
Step 3: Exercise those pounds away!

Step 4: Leam how diet can affect
your sleep as well as your waistline.
Follow the 21-Day Plan for weight
loss success and the best sleep
possible.
Sleep Away the Pounds also
reveals many little-known secrets to
optimizing your sleep quality and
weight loss such as:
Which foods can help you sleep
better; Which foods to avoid; Which
supplements promote weight loss and
better sleep; Causes of insomnia and
how to overcome them; The pros and
cons of sleeping pills; Other hidden
causes of weight gain—and how to
fix them; The best time of day to
exercise
Anyone who’s ever struggled
with cravings, fatigue and weight
gain will be eager to find out how
snoozing can put them on the path to
losing weight. Calbom’s straightforward
writing style makes it easy to
understand the science behind using
sleep as a weight loss aid. Simply
stated, Calbom’s plan provides the
key to optimizing sleep, resetting
metabolism and shedding excess
pounds for good. Sleep Away the
Pounds could make 2007 the final
year for adding ‘lose weight’ to that
New Year’s Resolution list.

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continued
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
December 29, Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Tampa
presents three-time Emmy Award winner Brad Garrett performing
live for two shows in the Ballroom. The first show is at 7 pm and

Blvd. and live entertainment can be heard throughout the waterfront
district. Shops are opened late! For more information call Rick at (727)
328-1917, or e-mail Suzie at GulfportEvents@gmail.com.

the second show is at 10 pm. Garrett is best known for playing Ray
Romano’s big brother, Robert, on the CBS hit series “Everybody
Loves Raymond.” Tickets can be purchased at the Seminole Hard

NCNW Teen Abstinence Education facilitated by More2Life, a
divisipn of the Pregnancy Center of Pinellas County is offering an 8

Rock Retail Store or through any Ticketmaster outlets, by phone at

Week Program held on Thursdays: 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m, at

813-287-8844 or 727-898-2100, and online at www.ticketmaster.com.

Fannye A. Ponder Council House, 1835 9th Avenue S.For enrollment

For more information call 813-627-7764.

or additional information Contact Signora Farris at 727-327-3154.

CASA Needs Volunteers. CASA (Community Action Stops
Abuse) advocates for survivors of domestic violence and their
children. Volunteers (age 16 and up) are needed in the thrift store,
Shelter, legal and children’s programs. Volunteer orientation is held
the second Thursday of every month 6-7:30 p.m. Please register
at aharcar@casa-stpete.org or (727) 895-4912 ext. 107

Volunteers Needed at the Free Clinic. The St. Petersburg Free

The St. Petersburg Branch of the NAACP hosts its Annual

Clinic holds a volunteer orientation every 2nd Tuesday of the month at
10:00 a.m. and again on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 3:30 p.m.

holiday salute recalls the story of how the yuletide season began and

Emancipation Proclamation Ceremony Service and Installation
of Officers on Monday, January 1, 2007 at 11:00 a.m. at Mt. Zion

Current volunteer openings include: Special Event Volunteers, Food
Packers for We Help Services, Intake workers for Beacon House and

how the celebration has evolved over the years. Please call 813-2297827 or visit TBPAC.ORG for more information.

Progressive Missionary Baptist Church, 955-20th Street South, St.
Petersburg, FL. Contact Elder Martin Rainey, Chairman (727) 420-

the Health Center, and Receptionists for the administrative office.
Volunteer opportunities are also available in the Free Clinic Food Bank

1326 for more information. Email: mrainey390@aol.com.

and the Free Clinic Women’s Residence. For more information about
volunteer opportunities or to attend the orientation, call Rebecca

Girl Scout Mentors Needed. St, Petersburg - The Girl Scouts
of Suncoast Council needs volunteers with business skills who

Russell-Gootee at (727) 861-1200, ext. 114.

would be willing to share those skills with girls during the annual
Cookie Sale Program. Girls in our Innovative Delivery programs are

Science Center needs Volunteers for many activities including
greeting incoming school buses, working in the Science Center
store, aiding staff in the front office and helping out during the

Thru Dec. 31, Christmas Cabaret will be playing at the Jaeb
Theatre at the Tampa Bay Performing Arts Center. This annual

Lights of Pinellas. Looking for a great way to celebrate the
holidays? For the second year, Pinellas County is listing city and county
holiday events and displays taking place through New Years Day on its
Web site. From the southern tip of St. Pete Beach to the northern
reaches of Tarpon Springs, there’s bound to be ah event close to your
home. Whether you want to join in the merry festivities, enjoy a lighted

in non-traditional troops. They are served by Girl Scout staff when

boat parade or just take in the magical lights of a holiday display, there’s

adult volunteers are not available. They need caring adults who are

numerous events held each year. Come spend your free time in a fun

an event for you. Visit www.pinellascounty.org/LightsofPinellas for all
the details.

willing to work with them short-term as they learn about teamwork,

atmosphere with a group of people dedicated to science education
for the entire community! For more inforrnation contact Hilary
Knapper, Monday through Friday at (727) 384-0027, extension 223.

Stayweil/Healthease representatives will discuss health care
options and answer questions about recent changes to
Medicaid for individuals and families who qualify through the

Make a difference in the life of a parent. Enjoy feeling a “Happy
Heart” when you share your wisdom and life skills with a parent!

Department of Children and Families, State of Florida. The program
will be held on Jan. 16, from 2-5 p.m. at the East Clearwater Library,
2251 Drew St. For more information, call (727) 669-1280.
Join us for Gulfport’s Traditional First Friday and Third
Saturday Art Walks from 6:00-10:00 p.m. on Beach Blvd. Shop, dine,
relax and enjoy new friends in our eclectic waterfront community.
Artisans arid Crafters will be displaying their unique talents along Beach

goal-setting, and money management.

Volunteer as a mentor for successful parenting. For further
information contact: -Kerri Aaronson, Coordinator - Parent Aide

9:30 PM on Monday, January 8th. The
-Artistic Director for this year’s festival
wfll’!fee)ry^ff Kin. 'Jack^Eddleman has1
already been announced as the one of
the directors. The event takes place at
on March 2nd, 3rd, and 4th, also at The
Backlot.
The auditions are open regarding age
and gender. Almost 50 plays have been

learn

more

about

the

Science

Center,

visit

www.sciencecenterofpinellas.com.

Program (727) 544-3900 x168. *

Adults Mentoring Children Program Seeks Volunteers. Gulf
Coast Community Care needs volunteers 30 years and older.
Volunteers are matched with children from single parent homes who

M.O.V.E. Needs You. Motivated On Vision And Empowerment
Council, Inc. - Parents meet monthly on the 1st Monday - 6:30

need adult companionship. There is a special need for volunteers for
children ages 10 to 14. No. experience is necessary. There are no

p.m. @ the Enoch Davis Center, 12th Street and 18th Ave. S. All are
welcomed and encouraged to participate. For more information

costs. There are 60 children throughout Pinellas County waiting for
mentors! For more information contact Nancy at (727) 479-1813 or

contact Elder Rainey at (727) 866-2589.

Beverly at (727) 479-1841.

Auditions For Theatre Odyssey’s
Festival To Be Held At The Backlot
Theatre Odyssey will hold auditions
for its 2007 Ten-Minute, Play Festival
at The Backlot Theater from 6:36 until

To

received, and readers are currently in
the process of selecting those considered
best suited for the competition.
Actors will all be compensated for
this event.- Professional attirefc&nd
vpaT
vltrrrrr ••taA
-f/YtfvsrrL'' MG#?* ' ' ■
preparation is suggested. Interested
performers unable to attend the
scheduled auditions should contact
Theatre Odyssey at (941) 744-6858 or
by email at theatreodyssey@gmail.com.
Theatre Odyssey, Inc. is a not-forprofit organization whose mission

includes the promotion of local
actors and writers through innovative
theatrical productions. Actors and other
principal contributors to events receive
compensation for their efforts, while
Theatre Odyssey board members and
officers volunteer administrative services.

THE

PAL LA

01U

m

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Phone Theatre Odyssey at
(941) 744-6858, Tom Aposporos at
704-4250 or Larry Hamm at 504-1054.

Remember! Celebrate! Act!
A Day On, Not A Day Off!!!
The National Council of Negro Women, Inc.
St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section

die fledermaus

and
Mr. Jeff Lyash, President/CEO
Progress Energy, Florida

Progress Energy

Honorary Chair

People. Performance. Excellence.

jnpfte You to Attend

21st Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Leadership
Breakfast
Date: Monday, January 15, 2007
Place: St. Petersburg Coliseum
535 Fourth Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL
Time: 7:30 a.m.
Speaker: Robert Smith, Jr., M. Div, Ph. D.
Associate Professor, Beeson Divinity School,
On the Campus of Samford University
Birmingham, Alabama
Co-Sponsored by City of St. Petersburg

Dr. Robert Smith, Jr.

. Tickets: $25.00 per person
(Sponsorship Opportunities are available)

For additional information contact Mary H. Clowers, Chair,
at 727-896-6556 or visit our website at www.ncnwstpetersburg.org
Ticket Locations:
The Weekly Challenger, 2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street South

Box Office 727.822.3590 www.mypalladium.org
MEDIASPONSOR
Mjfeta'SiiUflV

Lou Brown Realty, 2900 18th Avenue South

253 Fifth Avenue North St. Petersburg, FL 33701
2007 OLYMPIAN SPONSORS Gus & Frances Stavros, Hough Family Foundation, Mark & Marianne Mahaffey,
Progress Energy, RBC Dain Rauscher, SemblerCompany, Synovus Bank, tech Data

1b Ute kffety lathe Thnes,

NCNW Fannye A. Ponder Council House, 1835 9th Avenue South

: tampabay.com

Additional Parking at Synovus Bank 333 3rd Street North
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STATE NEWS
Town of Eatonville Designated As
150th “Community For A Lifetime”
By: KRISTY CAMPBELL and
AMYLYNCH
TALLAHASSEE - Governor
Jeb Bush and Department of Elder
Affairs (DOEA) Interim Secretary,
Charles Corley recently announced
the town of Eatonville’s designation
as Florida’s 150th Community for a
Lifetime (CFAL). The designation
marks a milestone for the state:
reaching the Governor’s goal of
150 participating communities by
the end of 2006.
“This is a proud moment for our
state and a proud moment for all
our communities that have pledged
to better meet the needs of elders who
call Florida home,” said Governor
Bush. “Eatonville’s designation as
our 150th Community for a Lifetime
is the realization of an important
goal: that of achieving true and
measurable teamwork toward creating
more livable communities.”
With 23 percent of the state’s
population age 60 and older and a
portion of the nation’s 76 million
baby boomers beginning to retire as

soon as 2010, Communities for a
Lifetime encourages communities
to identify needed improvements
that will meet the needs of seniors
while benefiting all residents.
Participating communities use
existing resources and technical
assistance from the state to make
crucial civic improvements in such
areas as housing, health care,
transportation, accessibility, business
partnerships, community education,
volunteer opportunities and recreation.
The initiative’s goal is to help Florida’s
communities become better places
to live for all generations.
“Today’s milestone is especially
significant because we are celebrating
it in the birthplace of Zora Neale
Hurston, one of the premier voices
of the Harlem Renaissance,”
said Department of Elder Affairs
Interim Secretary, Charles Corley.
“Communities for a Lifetime are
moving in the right direction to help
ensure that Florida’s senior residents
can live independently, with the
dignity and honor they deserve, and
maintain active and vital roles

within their communities. This
initiative speaks to the commonality
of the human experience and the
importance of each individual, and
Eatonville truly embodies its.spirit.”
The Eatonville mayor’s office
and DOEA are planning a community
celebration to be held in early 2007.
To learn more about the
Communities for a Lifetime
initiative or the Department of Elder
Affairs, call (850) 414-2000 or visit
http://elderaffairs.state.fl.us.

Portrait of Zora Neale Hurston by
Carl Van Vechten

Crisis In Democracy:
A Revote is in Order
Dr. Martin disquieted. If seems that this kind
Luther King Jr. of dualism is still too pervasive.
would often say,
The district 13 U.S. Congressional
America is a race is one of the most controversial
nation often to date. The republican candidate
guilty of having has been declared the official
a high blood winner by a slim margin of a few
pressure of hundred votes, yet, 18,000 under
By Rev. Charles
McKenzie
creeds, but an votes remain an unexplained mystery.
Coordinator/
anemia of deeds.
That many under-votes is
Florida Rainbow
He
was hardly a matter to be lightly
Push
referring to the dismissed. Yet, there is an even
paradoxes of slavery and segregation larger issue at stake here. With the
in a nation founded oh the principle huge number of Americans who
that “all men are created equal.” He stay home from the polls because
submitted that this dualism would they are convinced that their vote
be the undoing of our republic.
does not matter, this kind of
We have seen many strides and dilemma serves to reinforce their
setbacks since the voice of this ' apathy. It has the effect of making
phenomenal American challenged them feel that the process really is
the nation to live out the true not authentic.
meaning of its creed.
How does this relate to Dr.
When I think of Dr. King’s King’s words you might be asking
words and I consider the unfortunate at this point? Well, in this way, our
chain of events that unfolded in a nation has spent billions of dollars
recent congressional race, I am and hundreds of American lives to

secure democracy abroad, yet it
becomes
too
expensive
or
beleaguering to safeguard it at
home. When this is the case
something is dangerously wrong.
As my mother would often say,
something in the milk isn’t clean.
The district 13 race is indicative
of a malady larger than the
congressional candidates and political
parties involved. It is about a crisis
in democracy, a breakdown in the
confidence of the people in the
integrity of the system. This cannot
go un-addressed and everything
possible must be done to adequately
confront this controversy.
If there is no re-vote in district
13 there could be damaging
repercussions
for
years
to
come.18,000 citizens would likely
have been disenfranchised.
We must demonstrate through
our vigilance at home that our
boastings abroad are not without
merit.

Comm. Winn Announces Florida
High School Graduation Rate
TALLAHASSEE -- Education
Commissioner* John L. Winn,
announced Florida’s graduation rate
was 71 percent in 2005-2006, a
decrease compared to last year’s
rate of 71.9 percent. In 1998-1999,
the graduation rate was 60.2 percent
and rates have continued to increase
steadily since that time until this
year. Even with the slight decline,
more students than ever - 136,070 graduated on time in 2005-2006, an
•increase of 4,563 students. The
State Board of Education and
Florida Legislature recognize that
high school students need more
rigor and relevance in school to
prepare them for the challenges
of postsecondary education, the
workplace and graduation. Governor
Jeb Bush’s A++ Plan for Education,
approved this year, includes critical,
middle and high school reform
measures to ensure students succeed.
In addition, the Department of
Education is convening a Dropout
Prevention Task Force to develop
further' strategies to help Florida’s
struggling students stay committed to
graduation.
“We cannot wait to challenge
our students to achieve their full
potential in high school and beyond,”
said Commissioner Winn. “We
must aggressively work to engage
our students today, for there may
not be another opportunity to show
them what they are capable of
accomplishing.”
A third of the state’s school
districts had an increase in the
graduation rate. Four districts had
significant increases or decreases
with a more than nine j percent
change. Jackson County had the
largest increase in the number of
students graduating on time with a
9.1 percent increase, while counties
with the greatest declines were
Franklin County (-19.3 percent),
Jefferson County (-14.6 percent)
and Holmes County (-9.3 percent).
The A++ Plan for Education will
increase the rigor and relevance of
high school ensuring students stay
engaged until graduation. Beginning
next school year, ninth grade

students entering high school will
be required to earn 16 core academic
credits and eight elective credits in
order to graduate with a high school
diploma. Core requirements consist
of four credits of English and
mathematics; three credits of social
studies and science; one credit of
fine arts; and one credit in physical
education and health. To better
involve students in planning and
making decisions fdr their future,
they will now select an area of
interest for four of their eight
elective credits as part of their
personalized education and career
plan. Students will choose from 440
approved major areas of interest
and there will be flexibility so
students can change their areas of
emphasis if they wish. Major areas
are available for students in high
schools throughout Florida, including
students with disabilities working
toward a special diploma, students
enrolled in career academies or
magnet programs, and students in
charter schools.
“We want students to. have an
opportunity to pursue an area of
passion so they can begin to discern
how best to develop their strengths
and abilities while pursuing a topic
where their interests lie,” said K-12
Public Schools Chancellor, Cheri
Pierson Yecke, Ph .D,
The graduation rate for AfricanAmerican students was 56.9 percent,
a slight decline of .2 percent.
Florida’s Hispanic students had a
graduation rate of 63.7 percent
compared to 64.5 percent last year.
During 2005-2006, the graduation
rate for American Indian students
increased to 75.7 percent compared
to 73.3 percent last year. Florida’s
Asian students also saw an increase
in their graduation rate to 83.2
percent compared to 82.2 percent
last year.
2005-2006 Dropout Rate

Florida’s dropout rate is the
percentage of high school students
in grades nine to 12 from the year’s
total enrollment who are reported as
dropouts by Florida’s school districts.
Florida’s dropout rate has ranged

• The best gospel music
• Midday cafe

in Tampa bay that will lift your spirits. Tune in daily from 6 a.m. - 1 p.m.

plays today’s R&B and classic soul music from yesterday 1 p.m. - 7 p.m.

• Party blues & oldies

as we walk you back down memory lane listening to your favorite music.

7 p.m - 10 p.m.
•The Bedtime mix

SMOKEY BONES BRUNSWICK STEW

Makes 12 (1-1/2 cups) servings
Ingredients:

for your listening pleasure! Every Sunday from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
For Marketing and Promotions
email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

3/4 pounds smoked pulled pork (of 1 pound ground
pork, see note)

•Transfer the meat mixture to the stockpot.
Stir in 4 cups of the reserved chicken stock.

1 28-ounce can crushed tomatoes

• Stir in tomatoes and their juice, ketchup, yellow
mustard, Worcestershire sauce, hot sauce, salt, pepper,
sugar, barbecue spice and com. Bring to a boil, then
reduce heat and simmer about 1 hour.
• Stir occasionally, adding stock if needed.

3/4 cup ketchup

st Avenue

North •

st.

Petersburg,

, 1-1/2 teaspoons salt

2 tablespoons granulated sugar

(727) 864-1600
OFFICE (727) 327-WRXB (9792)
2060 1

1/4 cup Worcestershire sauce

1 teaspoon ground black pepper

Request Line

1/4 cup barbecue spice
FL 33713

• When chicken is coo), discard skin. Pull meat
from bones and discard bones. Tear meat into small
pieces. Six ounces of smoked chicken meat may be
used in place of raw chicken, and water or canned
broth may be substituted for stock.

1-1/2 pounds onions, diced (about 4 cups)

2/3 pounds ground beef

3/4 teaspoons hot sauce

Contact Donza Drummond at (727) 821-9947

Preparation:
• Cut chicken into pieces, place in a stockpot and
cover with water and bring to a boil. Reduce heat, cover
and simmer until chicken is tender, about 30 minutes.
• Remove chicken and pour stock into, a bowl or
large measuring cup.

• Add onions and cook until translucent, about 8
minutes. Add chicken and pulled pork. Stir and cook
until well mixed and heated through, about 5 minutes.
Remove from heat.

6 cups water

1 tablespoon of yellow mustard
• The very best jazz

The. Florida Department of
Education bases its graduation rate
on data that follows every student
from ninth grade to graduation,
yielding a more precise calculation.
Florida stands alone nationally in its
practice of documenting individual
student records to determine a true,
four-year graduatioh rate. A 2005
report released by the National
Governors Association cited Florida
as a national leader and model for
calculating graduation rate.

• In a large skillet, book beef over medium heat
until about half done. 1

1/2 chicken (about 1-1/2 pounds)

2 14-ounce cans diced tomatoes in juice

with Intimate sessions is music that is nice, slow and easy. 10 p.m. - 12 p.m.

ongoing trend since 1998-1999.

“SUPER” Bowl Of Brunswick Stew
Scores At Big Game Parties
ORLANDO - Even the biggest game day appetite
can be filled with a “super” bowl of Brunswick stew
that combines chicken, pork and beef. At-home chefs
will score with party guests with this warm, memorable
version of one of the most popular menu items from
Smokey Bones Barbeque & Grill, which operates casual
dining restaurants in the Eastern and Midwestern U.S.

THE NEW 1590 AM WRXB
SERVING THE COMMUNITIES
FOR OVER 3 DECADES AND
STILL GOING STRONG!

from a high of 5.4 percent in 19981999 to a low of 2.9 percent in
2003-2004. This year, Florida’s
dropout rate was 3.5 percent, a less
than one percent increase (5,535
students) compared to last year’s
rate of 3 percent. A third of the
state’s school districts had a decline
in the number of dropouts.
“We have not been able to
pinpoint the exact cause of this
year’s rates,” said Commissioner
Winn. “I am appointing a task force
to study this issue and report to the
State Board of Education ansd Florida
Legislature. The task force members
are a diverse group of people with
broad experience in secondary
education and working with at-risk
youth ih schools and communities.”
The Dropout Prevention Task
Force members are from across the
state and represent faith-based,
civic, juvenile justice, education
and business organizations. The chair
is Reverend Ken Scruggs of Youth
Outreach Community in Leesburg.
The task force will convene its first
meeting in January and meet each
month until March when they will
present recommendations to the
Florida Legislature.
The dropout rate for AfricanAmerican students was 4.7 percent
compared to 3.9 percent last year.
The dropou-t rate for Hispanic
students was 4.3 percent compared
to 3.6 percent last year. All other
ethnicities except for Asian students
also saw an increase in dropout rates.
Th,e difference between white and
minority dropout rates narrowed
further in 2004-2005, reflecting an

2 15-ounce cans cream-style com

J

Note: When substituting ground pork for smoked pulled pork,
cook the ground pork with the beef and add 1/2 teaspoon of liquid
smoke to the stew with the other seasonings.
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NATIONAL
Middle Class Blacks Are Their
‘Brother’s Keeper’ - Literally
By: Lorinda Bullock
NNPA National Corespondent
WASHINGTON (NNPA) - The
Biblical quote, “Am I my brother’s
keeper?” was made famous by Cain
after murdering his brother Abel. If
you’re black and middle class, a
recent study says, the answer to that
question is probably yes.
Mary Pattillo, co-author of the
the study, “Poverty in the Family:
Race, Siblings and Socioeconomic
Heterogeneity,” says most black
people in today’s middle class end
up their sibling’s “keeper,” especially
financially. “Middle-class African
Americans are two-and-a-half times
as likely to have a* poorer sibling as
middle class whites,” Pattillo said.
Pattillo, chair and professof of
Sociology at the Weinberg College
of Arts and Sciences at Northwestern
University, and her co-author,
Colleen M. Heflin of the Martin
School of Public Policy at the
University of Kentucky, relied on
the National Longitudinal Survey
of Youth to reach their conclusion.
The survey tracked 14-18 year olds
nationwide from 1979 up to the
present day and tracked the income
of their parents . The sample group
of the teens’ incomes as adults was
also tracked into their early 30s and
40s. It revealed that 34 percent of
those black teens who grew up to be
middle class were poor as teenagers
compared to 8 percent of white,
poor teens who grew up to be
middle class.
“So basically the middle class
blacks were four-and-a-half times
more likely to be poor when they
were teenagers as the middle class
Whites,” Pattillo said. “That’s a
statement about the recency of the
black middle class.”
In Pattillo’s study, middle class
was defined as a family with an
annual income of $30,700- $99,600.
The government’s poverty line is
$16,000 for a family of three.
Pattillo said middle-class blacks
often have to help their poorer
siblings, but unlike their white
counterparts, most middle-class
blacks are at a greater risk of losing
the financial footing they’ve worked
so hard to gain.
“These middle-class black folks
ate less likely to be able to go to their

parents for help to buy a house.
Their parents are less able to help
their children (grandchildren). They
don’t have siblings to go to if they
have a particular financial crisis, if
they have a health emergency or
their car breaks down,” she said.
Past president of the Association
of Black Psychologists, James Savage
said it’s no surprise that middleclass blacks feel pressure to help
their poorer siblings and other close
friends. “If you look at the black
family, there’s always been this poor
layer versus one that has been a
little better off who has always tried
to make a way for his lesser brother
and sister. That’s how we ended up
getting this middle class that we do
have—by helping each other,” he
explained.
Savage said more stress and
strain happens when well-meaning
middle class siblings help out but
then feel they’ve been taken
advantage of. “I think when you see
the frustration coming, (it is) when
that person who they’re helping is
not carrying their weight in terms of
accepting the help and using the
help,” he said.
Pattillo said for most blacks,
their main source of wealth and
often only source of wealth is in
their homes. “Another kind of
fragility that middle-class blacks
experience is they have much less
wealth than middle-class whites.
We already know there’s an income
differential but middle-class whites
have 10 times the wealth holdings
as middle-class blacks. We know
wealth is important for things like
funding a college education, buying
a home ahd pas'sing’ it down to
children, starting a business, and
weathering health crises and other
things. These are all race-based
disadvantages that middle-class
blacks continue to face.”
According to the National Urban
League’s 2006 “State of Black
America,” between 1994 and 2004,
the black homeownership rate rose
from 42.3 percent to 49.1 percent,
the highest rate in history.” In
addition, black homeownership
rates grew even faster than the
white homeownership rate. Still,
the report found: “Despite these
impressive gains, however, the
black homeownership rate, in the

first decade of the 21st century was
only beginning to approach the
White homeownership rate of 1900.”
Additionally, blacks had far
more of their wealth tied up in
homes than whites, meaning they
remain more vulnerable to the ups
and downs of the housing market.
Savage said even beyond
siblings, the black middle class
often help their brothers and sisters
through their churches and social
organizations. “We’re forever helping
each other,” he said. “I think you
saw a lot of poor black folks that
were picked up by . their better-off
relatives in terms of (Hurricane)
Katrina. There were a lot of black
folks who took in people from
Katrina, some relatives, some non
relatives.”
Savage
said
middle-class
blacks realize that they, too, might
lose their middle-class status. “It’s
nothing to go into a black church
and hear the preacher say to a
whole bunch of middle-class blacks
that we’re only about two or three
paychecks away from poverty
ourselves. Ahd that has been
America for black folks. It’s not
like a whole lot of us who are
middle class are not very, very
close. That if we lost a job, we’d be
back with our brothers and sisters
ahd we recognized that so we
should not sever the ties as quickly
as white folks who feel that they’ve
got a greater opportunity.”
There was one group of middleclass blacks (17.6 percent) that
appeared to be statistically more
“disconnected” from their poorer
siblings—college educated blacks.
She said the reason for this is
because most high-income earning
college educated blacks tend to
have siblings who also attended
college and eam good incomes.
Pattillo said the purpose of the
study was to show that even
middle-class blacks still haven’t
arrived yet, despite arguments
about them benefiting most from
affirmative action.
“When we hear the term ‘middle
class’, we assume, ‘okay that group
of African Americans is okay. We
don’t need to really worry about
them.’ But being middle-class and
black is very different than being
middle-class and white.”

Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Holiday
Offers Opportunity For Service

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The
21st anniversary of the Martin
Luther King Jr. federal holiday on
January 15,2007, offers Americans
across the country the opportunity
to participate in a national day
of service, according to Robert
Goodwin, President & CEO of the
Points of Light Foundation &
Volunteer Center National Network,
a nonprofit organization based in
Washington, D.C“On January 15, Americans
across the country will celebrate Dr.
King’s life and work,” says Goodwin.
“Hundreds of thousands of Americans
will remember and memorialize Dr.

King by participating in service past decade, with hundreds of
projects in their communities. thousands of Americans each year
Together, they will honor Dr. King’s engaging in projects such as
legacy of tolerance, peace and tutoring find mentoring children,
equality by meeting community painting schools and senior centers)
needs and making the holiday a day delivering meals, building homes
on, not a day off.”
and reflecting on Dr. King’s life and
, In 1994, Congress passed the teachings. Many of the projects
King Holiday and Service Act, started on King Day continue to
designating the King Holiday as a engage volunteers beyond the
national day of volunteer service holiday and make an impact on the
instead of a day off from work or community throughout the year.
school. Congress asked Americans
To find out how you can
of all backgrounds and ages to participate in the King Day of
celebrate Dr. King’s legacy by Service, call 1-800-VOLUNTEER
turning community concerns into or go to www.mlkday.gov.
citizen action.
“The King Day of Service
The Points of Light Foundation
brings together people who might & Volunteer Center National Network
riot ordinarily meet; it breaks down engages and mobilizes millions of
barriers that have divided us in the volunteers who are helping to solve
past; it leads to better understanding serious social problems in thousands
and ongoing relationships; and it of communities. Through a variety
is an opportunity to recruit new of programs and services, the
volunteers for- our ongoing efforts Foundation encourages people
to address social problems,” from all walks of life — businesses,
Goodwin adds.
nonprofits, faith-based organizations,
Participation in the King Day of low-income communities, families,
Service has grown steadily over the youth and older adults — to volunteer.

Meek Is The Only Floridian On Powerful
Congressional Tax Writing Committee

Rep. Kendrick B. Meek

WASHINGTON, DC - U.S.
Rep. Kendrick B. Meek was chosen
to serve as the only Florida member
of the powerful House Ways and
Means Committee, the tax writing
committee in Congress that has
jurisdiction over virtually every
aspect of federal government activity.
“This is the most powerful
committee in Congress,” Meek
said, “and I intend to do everything
I can to direct this power to help
with our pressing issues in Dade
and Broward Counties: affordable
housing, business growth ahd
development, the creation of new
jobs, and making the federal tax
code fairer so that it helps make
working and middle class families
more secure.”

Said incoming Speaker Nancy House Appropriations Committee,
Pelosi, “Kendrick Meek is a rising where my mother served before me
leader in the House who is and Congressman Bill Lehman
respected throughout- our Caucus served before her,” said Meek.
and throughout the Congress. He
“Butin the final analysis,” Meek
knows how to make government continued, “while Appropriations is
work, and he . will be . a great certainly an important committee, I
representative of Florida on this think it, will be much more possible
key committee, which has power on the Ways and Means Committee
over so many crucial issues.”
to move the significant amounts of
The Ways and Means Committee investment that our community and
is considered the most powerful in -our state needs, instead of smaller
Congress. It exercises very broad sums for more limited projects.”
jurisdiction, including: all federal
Meek’s rise to the Ways and •
income taxes, tax free bonds used, Means Committee after only 4
to finance housing and public years in Congress is in contrast to
works projects, and excise taxes; fellow South Floridian and Ways
Social Security old age and survivors’ and Means Committee Ranking
benefits and private retirement plans; Republican E. Clay Shaw (R-Ft.
Medicare and other health care Lauderdale). Shaw, who was
programs; Social Services programs defeated for re-election, was selected
like Temporary Assistance for Needy to the Ways and Means Committee
Families (TANF), Supplemental after serving seven years in Congress.
Security Income (SSI) for the needy
The decision by the Democratic
aged, blind and disabled; trade, Steering and Policy Committee, which
imports, tariffs and customs; tax decides committee assignments,
exempt foundations and charitable must still be ratified by, the full
trusts; adoption, foster care,'child House Democratic Caucus.
welfare
and
child
support
Congressman Kendrick B. Meek
enforcement.
represents the 17th Congressional
Meek was widely reported to District of Florida, which includes
be angling for a seat on the House parts of Miami-Dade ahd Broward
Appropriations Committee. “I counties.
carefully considered a seat on the
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OBITUARIES
FINAL. RI-TES
Reverend Otto
Brown

Robert L.
Burke, Sr.

Linda Lou
Clark

Virginia Mae
Edwards

Deacon Leon S.
McCullough

Augustas "Gus"
Merrill

Mary Lula
Mitchell

Clemmie Lee
Thompson, Sr.

Bom on January 12,
1947 in Tallahassee, FL
to Annie J. Brown and
Melvin Thomas Brown,
Sr., Otto Brown departed
this life on December 5,
2006.
Those left to cherish
his precious memory
include his father: Melvin
T.
Brown,
Sr.
of
Jacksonville, FL; two
brothers:
Melvin
T.
Brown, Jr. (Dorothy) of
Thomasville, GA. and
James D. Brown of
Tampa, FL; two sisters:
Eva Betterson of Miami,
FL and Barbara Norris of
St. Petersburg, FL; an
uncle, Phillip Russ, Sr.;
an aunt, Maggie L. Russ
of Red Bay; a godbrother,
Kenton Rhynes and a
godsister,
Eva
Mae
Rhynes, both of Dallas,
TX; and a host of
nephews, nieces, cousins,
friends and football fans.

Bom on April 17,
1953 in Ocala, Florida to
Mamie M. Whitehead
and the late James Burke,
Robert L. Burke, Sr.
departed this life on
December 12, 2006.
He leaves to cherish
his memory, his wife,
Diane I. Burke of. St.
Petersburg; two sons:
Robert L. Burke, Jr, and
Damon Lamar Burke
both of St. Petersburg,
FL; a daughter: Santhea
Layota Burke of St.
Petersburg, FL;
his
mother:
Mamie
M.
Whitehead
of
St.
Petersburg, FL;
10
grandchildren; and a host
of other relatives and
loving friends.

Bom on August 29,
1955 in St. Petersburg, to
the late Eva and Walter
Clark, Linda Lou Clark
heard the call of the Lord
on December 7,2006.
Her granddaughter,
Porshae Smith, precedes
her in death. Those left
to cherish her memory
include her companion:
Robert Walker of St.
Petersburg; daughters:
Lashunda,
Demetra,
Phyllis, Tresa and Sheleri,
all of St. Petersburg;
sister: Lola Clark of St.
Petersburg;
brother:
Jimmie Clark of St.
Petersburg;
12
grandchildren; 7 great
grandchildren; 3 nieces; 3
nephews; and a host of
other sorrowing relatives
and friends.

Bom on September 27,
1959 in St. Petersburg, to
Kaiser Edwards and
Pearlie Honor Edwards,
Virginia Mae Edwards
passed
away
on
December 7,2006.
Survivors left to
cherish her memory,
include her husband,
Eddie McClendon of St.
Petersburg, FL; one son:
Joshua McClendon of
St. Petersburg; three
daughters: Tomeka Parker,
Shanequa McClendon and
Latoya McClendon, all of
St. Petersburg; six sisters:
Mary Small (Kenneth),
Mattie Smith, Brendolyn
Cason, Peggy Davis,
Pearl Battle and Debbie
Edwards, all of St.
Petersburg; godson: Deon
Scott of St. Petersburg; 8
grandchildren; and a host
of nieces, nephews, other
relatives and loving
friends.

Bom on December 14,
1942 in St. Petersburg to
the late Robert and Essie
McCullough, Leon S.
McCullough departed this
life on December 7,'2006.
He leaves behind his
wife, Jacqueline McCullough
of St. Petersburg; three sons:
Leon Van McCullough and
Barry McCullough, both
of St. Petersburg, and
Brian C. McCullough of
Jacksonville, FL; two
daughters: Cynthia Brinson
of Punta Gorda, FL and
Tasha Neal of St. Petersburg;
two brothers: James F.
McCullough and Jacob C.
McCullough, both of St.
Petersburg; two sisters:
Bertha L. Slaughter of East
Orange, NJ and Ruth
Carter of St. Petersburg; 18
grandchildren; 6 great
grandchildren; and a host
of other loving relatives
and friends.

Born on March 29,
1932 in Andalusia,
Alabama to the late
Charlie and Gussie
Merrill, Augustas “Gus”
Merrill departed this life
on December 8, 2006.
He leaves behind to
cherish his memory his
companion, Annie Mae
Speights; two daughters,
Janice Merrill (Johnnie)
and Tammy Maher, both
of St. Petersburg; two
sons, Tony Merrill
(Cynthia) and Greg Bush,
all of St. Petersburg; a
brother, Morris Dowsey
of Brunswick, GA; two
sisters, Charlie Mae Chain
(Ben) from Boynton
Beach, FL and Eunice
Lee (Alex) of Delray
Beach, F L;
1 1
grandchildren; 3 great
grandchildren; a Special
godson, Pastor W.C.
Garrison (Mattie) of St.
Petersburg,; and a host of
sorrowing relatives and
friends.

Born in 1908 in
Granada, West Indies to
the late Jane and David
Stroude, Mary Lula
Mitchell passed away on
December 11, 2006.
Preceding her in
death is her husband,
Moses Mitchell, three
brothers and one sister.
She leaves behind to
cherish her memory, four
children, Ashley Mitchell,
New York, Austin and
Stella Mitchell, both of
St. Petersburg, and
Anthony “Tony” Mitchell,
Oviedo; 16 grandchildren;
21 great-grandchildren;
and three great-greatgrandchildren.

Born on January 10,
1933 in St. Petersburg,
Clemmie Lee Thompson,
Sr. departed this life on
December 9,2006.
He leaves behind, his
wife, Grace Thompson of
St. Petersburg; six sons:

- Smith Funeral Home

-Smith Funeral Home

- Smith Funeral Home

- Smith Funeral Home

- McRae Funeral Home

Clemmie Thompson, Jr.,
Jeffrey Thompson, both of
St. Petersburg, Michael
Thompson of Orlando, FL,
Keith Clifton of Tampa. FL,
Mark Clifton of Riverview,
FL and Rex Clifton of
Clearwater, FL; 3 daughters:
Lois Haynes df Augusta,
GA, Helen Clifton (Carl) of
Irvington, NJ and Pastor
Kisha Jordan of’ St.
Petersburg; three brothers:
Kahlili Love (Jamila) of
Bronx, NY, Vincent Love
and Anthony Williams, both
of Syracuse, NY; a sister:
Sylvia Leavell of Detroit,
MI; 32 grandchildren; 11
great grandchildren; and a
host of nieces, nephews,
cousins, other relatives and
sorrowing friends.’

- Smith Funeral Home

B

Former Hunt Adviser Ben Ruffin Dies

CALVARY
CATHOLIC

By: JANE STANCILL

CEMETERY
Burial Spaces

$890

Pre-need
Interest-free
financing
available

11801-U.S. 19 N.
Clearwater, FL

727-572-4355

bd

- Creal Funeral Home

Staff Writer I News and Observer

Ben Ruffin, a top adviser to
former Gov. Jim Hunt and a past
chairman of the UNC Board of
Governors has died of an apparent
heart attack. Former Gov. Jim Hunt
learned of his former aide’s death
during a trip to New1 York.
“I’m deeply distressed,” Hunt
said. “I consider Ben Ruffin to be
one of the most effective leaders of
our state in the last half-century.
Ben’s death is a special loss to me.
He’s probably the hardest working
person with whom I ever worked.
People said at the time that he was

SMITH

the only person who outworked the
governor.
“He worked tirelessly to see that
everyone could be part of the North
Carolina dream.” .Ruffin, of
Winston-Salem, was reared in
Durham and worked his way
through N.C. Central University by
sewing in a tailor shop. He was a
special assistant to Hunt on minority
affairs and was the first AfricanAmerican to lead the UNC Board of
Governors, which oversees the 16campus university system.
He was known as a powerful
orator, a snappy dresser and a leader
with a quiet, dignified style. He was
an ardent supporter of the state’s

historically black institutions and
often argued on behalf of students
for low tuition in North Carolina.
Durham Mayor, Bill Bell called
Mr. Ruffin’s impact on the
community “immeasurable.”
“He made contributions in so
many different ways, Trom his time
as a community activist to the time
he was working with the governor,
and his contributions on the [UNC]
Board of Governors,” Bell said.
“And the little things he’d do in
terms of staying in contact with
people in the community.”
“It’s a shock. I’ve had some
things shock me, but that’s one of
the biggest shocks.”

Mr. Ruffin cut his leadership
teeth in the civil rights protests of
the 1960s, then went on to work
with Hunt, chair the Durham
Housing Authority, lead the N.C.
Human Relations Council, become a
senior corporate official with North
Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Co.
of Durham and R.J. Reynolds
Tobacco Co. of Winston-Salem, and
serve two terms as UNC Board of
Governors chairman.
“It would be impossible to tell
how many people he touched, the
contributions he made to North
Carolina and the access he gave to
black folk all across the state in
terms
of
participation
in

“It’s all taken care of’
These were the words that

FUNERAL HOME ^CREMATION SERVICE

.yfibasxiT •' o (ussy
government,”
said
Camell
Robinson, head of the North
Carolina Black Leadership Caucus.
“It’s just a tremendous loss.” ,
Brad Wilson, a former chairman
of the UNC board, said Ruffin was a
passionate and eloquent spokesman
for the issues he cared about, most
notably civil rights and education.
“We have lost a very good and dear
friend,” Wilson said.
Mr. Ruffin is survived by, his
wife, Avon, and two children.
Bill Stagg, Jamie Schuman, Staff
writer Ray Gronberg from the HeraldSun

and

The

Associated

contributed to this story.
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MORNING GLORY FUNERAL
CHAPEL OF ST. PETERSBURG
Free Caskets for Veterans
and Families

brought calm to me when my
------- SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987 —

family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial

Affordable and
Compassionate
24 hour service

We just placed one call to

3301 5th Avenue South
St. Petersburg

McRae Funeral Home and

(727) 323-8132

found out that not only was

Financing Available

expenses three years ago.

Lisa M. Speights
LFD and Owner

the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a

Our Professtonal Caring Staff...
Affordable Services with Dignity...
■■■/f
Anchored in Integrity...

savings - What a peace of

s

mind.

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida

has established us, as a leader In the funeral Industury.
Consider us first far all of your funeral Arrangements.
Standard and Premier Funeral Packages
personalized to your family needs;

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss

1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South

H • 727-894-^26650x 82148728
;

S&wwtty t/e crMtMUM&ty

1950

State Approved Pre-Funeral
McRae Funeral Home

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

(727)896-2602

how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

“Upholding a tradition of servicefrom ourfamily to yours”

Avenue South • St Petersburg, FL 33705

Creal Funeral
Home

St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727)

895-6005

Arrangement Plan

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service
Robert Creal, Sr., LFD
James Caldwell, LFD
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
-------------------CHURCH EVENTS LISTING
ST. MARK
M.B. CHURCH
“St. Mark Hosts its First Christmas
with the Community”
The St Mark Missionary Baptist Church family
under the leadership of our Pastor, the Reverend Brian
K. Brown, would like to share the true spirit of
Christmas with our friends and families in the Child’s
Park neighborhood. We invite our neighbors to come
out and experience the joys of Christmas with us this
Saturday, December 23 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
This event is our Children and Youth’s evangelism
outreach, our effort to reach out to our community
during the Christmas Season with a celebration that
recognizes the birth of Christ and presents the gospel in
a uniquely different manner so that participants may
come to know and accept the Lord as their personal
savior. We ;will utilize an outdoor format on our lawn
so that we can accommodate all who come. Our guests
will be treated to Christmas caroling, and other special
presentations prepared by our youth. Children will
enjoy , Christmas Crafts (decorating Christmas
stockings that will be filled with candy and other
treats), games, free giveaways, a Moonwalk and a host
of other activities. Snacks, Christmas treats and a free
lunch will be provided for all participants.
The month of December...
December 27-30 Congress # 2 Convenes

MT. ZION A.M.E. CHURCH
Mount Up at Mt. Zion
“Hark! The herald angels sing, Glory to the new
born King!”

Get ready; prepare your hearts as we await the
celebration of our dear Savior’s Birth. The message is
still loud and clear: “Christmas is Coming.” As we
continue in this Advent season let us be mindful that
Jesus is the reason for the Season. Jesus was bom to
die for the sins of the world, sacrificing His life so that
we might have life. Remember the most precious gift
we can share one with another is Jesus the Christ, this
Christmas season and all year long. God wants our
hearts, mind and soul; in fact He wants us to live for
Him.
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church located at 919 20th Street
South, St. Petersburg, under the leadership of Rev.
Clarence Williams, its official staff and the entire church
family extend to the community at large, an invitation to
join us in worship this Sunday and to all Church related
activities and events during the week. Our doors are
always open and we would love to have you join us.
Services begin at 7:30 a.m., where we let go and let
God be God. The Male Chorus al Choir will render
song' service throughout the day. Church School will
commence at 9:30 a.m.; we invite families to come
study the Word of God as we seek to grow spiritually
together. Our contemporary worship service is at 11:00
a.m. The spirit is always high. Pastor Williams will
deliver two power packed messages. Come be blessed!

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

NEW PHILADELPHIA
COMMUNITY CHURCH

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE HOPE”
Reverend Carlos L. Senior, Pastor

“...For unto us a child is born
...a son is given...”

The New Hope family invites you to worship with
us on Sunday morning. Our morning begins at 7:45
with Early Morning Service. Our Guest Preacher for
this Service is Elder Joseph Sykes, Pastor of New Mt.
Olive Primitive Baptist Church. Join iis as we lift up
the name of Jesus. Sunday School begins at 9:00 a.m:
with classes available for the entire family.
Worship continues at 10:30 a.m. with the Levites
of Hope and the Voices 6f Hope leading the congregation
in praise. The Music team consists of Michael McKenny,
Vemard McKenny, Marcus Childs, and Corey Givens.
The Bread of Life will be served by one of the sons of
New Hope: Reverend Corey J. Hodges, Pastor ofNew
Pilgrim Baptist Church - Salt Lake City, Utah. We
will be delighted to have you worship with us!
The New Hope family asks the community to
continue to join us as we pray for the speedy recovery
of our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend Carlos L. Senior.
We welcome the following Guest Pastors/Preachers as
they come to break the Bread of Life during the
various services.
December 31,2006
10:30 a.m. - Minister Shawn Thomas,
Galilee M. B. Church

Faith in and joy of the incarnation will be the praise
and worship focus at New Philadelphia on Sunday.
Following the service a fellowship repast will be held
to commemorate the eve of the first Advent of the
Christ Child. Church family will sacredly and
Spiritually glorify and magnify the significance of
Advent season and the commencement of our church’s
liturgical year. All members are urged to be present.
“Joy” was the Advent emphasis on Sunday during
mid-morning worship. The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin,
proclaimed with precision and pragmatism, God as
worship leader in the universal church congregation of
human history, in the incarnation of Jesus Christ. By
use of scriptural history and anecdotal accuracy, he
analogized a contemporary church worship service
with God’s divine intervention in salvific history
through the virgin birth of Jesus Christ. Rev. Gaskin’s
sermonic exhortation was the high point of this
seasonal Advent worship experience.
His apologetic utterance was preceded by a
congregational crescendo of spirits emanating from
James Bolden’s instrumental rendition of Fred
Waring’s, “O Holy Night.” This collective unctuosity
continued its heavenly spiral through the tearful and
emotionally evoking singing of “Ava Maria” by the
Reverend Dr. Vikki T. Gaskin-Butler. Thank God for
Sunday morning!

January 7,2007
St. Mark offers...
Sunday School is held for both children and adults

of all ages and begins each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each Sunday at 5:00
p.m. Members and the general public are invited to
come but and study the Bible with us and leam “What
Baptists Believe.”
St. Mark Tutoring Ministry: Free tutoring is
available for all school age children (during the
school year) each Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
from 4:15 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at St. Mark under the
direction of Sis. Rhonda Jackson. Volunteers are both
needed and welcomed.
St. Mark Technology Lab: During the month of
December the Computer Lab will not have evening
hours. Evening hours for usage will resume in January
2007.

Weekly ministries:

10:30 a.m. - Dr. Wayne G. Thompson,

In need of a mid-week lift? Then stop by Zion for
a day of ministry.

Pastor of First Baptist Institutional Church
January 14,2007

Wednesday -

Vintage Bible Study, 11:00 aan.,
Bible Study, 6:00 pan.,
Hour of Power, 7:00 pan.,
Upcoming Events:

DecJ4th

Dec. 31st

7:45 a.m. - Reverend Brian K. Brown,
Pastor of St. Mark M. B. Church
10:30 a.m. -ReverendT. D. Leonard,
Pastor of Mt. Tabor M. B. Church, Tampa

Morning Worship Service, 10:00 a.m.
Christmas Eve Candle Light Worship at
6:30 p.m.
Morning Worship Service, 10:00 a.m.
Watch Night Worship at 10:00 p.m.
Thought for the week:

“Let us keep Christ in Christmas”

Be blessed and have a Jesus filled week.

Weekly Worship Services:

Early morning worship
(First Sunday Only)
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Baptist Training Union

PENTECOSTAL TEMPLE
COGIC

MIDWEEK P.U.SH
(Prayer, Understanding & Spiritual Heating)

Bible Study will be held on Wednesday evening at
7:00 p.m. Join us in learning more about becoming
better Christians.
Prayer Band is held on Thursday mornings at
11:00. Effectual, fervent prayers of the righteous
availeth much. Come let’s praise God together.
The New Hope church family wishes
the community a Merry Christmas!
“Jesus is the reason for the season!

7:00 a.m.

“A wonder-filled life is yours when you know the

9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Christ of Christmas.”

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church extends an
invitation to “Share the Gospel Fix in 2006.” We
communicate God’s Word at 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
services on Sunday; Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.;
and Bible Study and Teen Summit on Wednesday
evening, at 7:00 p.m. We also encourage the
community to make use of our Prayer Line. (321-9645)
The Youth Ministry, in partnership with the
Evangelism Ministry, has taken on the task of
helping the homeless in St. Petersburg. They are
collecting items and twice a month will go out and
give items, hope and comfort to the homeless.
The Mission Ministry will be hosting a
Workshop on Saturday, December 30, 2006 from
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon. A Continental Breakfast
will be served at 9:00 a.m. The facilitator, Dr.

Theresa Pickett of Miami, Florida, will base her
presentation-on “Mobilizing Leaders for Mission”
and her mission work in Haiti. Dr. Pickett will also
be the speaker for the Mission Sunday Service. We
invite the community to join us and experience this
dynamic event.

Pastor William E. Anderson and the members of
Pentecostal Temple are always glad to greet guests and
visitors. The congregation is greatly blessed as the
praise and worship sets the stage for the Presence of
God and promotes an atmosphere of expectation for
the ministry of the Word of God.
This Sunday morning, services will begin with
Morning Glory Prayer at 9:00 a.m. followed by
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. Dynamic teachers present
the Word of God with insight, clarity and excitement.
We welcome you to join us at 11:00 a.m. for the 40th
Reunion Service of the Gibbs High School Class of
1966. You will be greatly blessed as we abide in the
Presence of the Lord.
As we enter this holiday season, we extend to each
of you our prayer that you will rejoice in the message,
hope and blessings of Christmas and that your New Year
will be a most prosperous one. We invite you to join us
on Sunday evening, December 31st at 10:00 p.m. as we
exit 2006 and enter 2007 in praise and thanksgiving.

FIRST UNITY OF
ST. PETERSBURG
469 45th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, FL
(727)527-2222
“Christ in you, the hope of‘glory.”
Colossians 1:27
Love and Blessings from your friends

Upcoming Events

at First Unity Church
Prayer Breakfast
Celebrate Kwanzaa with us Sunday, December

Saturday, January 6,2007

24 at our 9 & 11 am services. Our youth will

8:30 aan.
Installation Service
Sunday, January 7,2007
11:00 aan.

Dr. Theresa
Pickett

demonstrate a traditional Kwanzaa celebration, and
Rev. Temple Hayes will lead us in a message embracing
the Kwanzaa principles as we celebrate the birth of
Christ on this Christmas Eve.
Join us for a sacred Christmas Eve service on
Sunday, December 24 at 7 pm. Enjoy the symbols of

St. Petersburg Masonic Lodge #109 Hosts
114th Annual Fundraising/Scholarship Banquet
St. Petersburg Masonic Lodge
#109 is hosting their 114th
Annual Fundraising and
Scholarship Banquet at the
Masonic Lodge at 6:30 p.m. on
Saturday, January 13, 2007 at
3130 18th Ave. So., St. Petersburg.
The Master of Ceremonies is
Michael Dozier, Illustrious Potentate
for Harram Temple #23 Shrinefs
P.H.A. of the Tampa Bay area.
Guest speaker will be the

Reverend Godfrey Musengwa,
Co-pastor at Maximo Presbyterian
Church, St. Petersburg, Florida.
Worshipful Master McLanda
Holmes of St. Petersburg Masonic
Lodge #109 and members wish to
invite the public to attend this
galai affair.
See any member of the St.
Petersburg Lodge #109, or call
492-6317 or 867-1612 for more
information.

Christmas at this candle-lighting service, as we honor
the mystical experience by which the Son of God, the
Christ ideal, is bom in each of us. Come early to get a
good seat at this favorite service.
Get a fresh

start at our Burning Bowl

Ceremony on Sunday, December 31 at 9 & 11 am.

As we stand on the threshold of a new year, we accept
the opportunity to create ourselves anew. Let go of
worn-out conditions, beliefs, relationships and
mistakes of the past and embrace the gift of a fresh
start.

Peace
Reverend Godfrey Musengwa

Where do you leam peace? Out fishing on a beautiful stream? Anybody can be peaceful in that kind of
environment. So instead, God will put you in traffic jams. He’ll give you a day when you have a pop quiz and
a rush project and your friend wants to borrow money that you don’t have and your computer crashes and your
car breaks down and everything’s goirig wrong. And it is there, in the middle of the storm, that you leam peace.
- Rick Warren
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The Gift of Christmas
The miracle of Christmas is not in

b

When the road Was tough, While others have failed to heed

of God’s gift to man.

the road signs. But no matter What havoc disobedience has

So then, as another Christmas approaches, let us take a

Wrought, one stroke of the brush dipped in the milk of

page from Oren Arnold’s book, “The Head Man,” on What

human kindness Will obliterate the picture, heal the

We should give every person for Christmas. He said:

the fulfillment of its promise of peace
and happiness and good Will, because

Wounds, and dissolve the hates. His love still finds a Way.

after more thart tWo thousand years, the

those many years ago, by Him Whose birthday We

World is still Waiting for a universal

celebrate. The gift Was Withheld from no man yet some

Way

and

have left the packages unclaimed. Others have accepted the

injustice and violence. The real miracle
is that it is remembered and observed as a Holy Day after

gift and carried it around, but have failed to remove the
Wrappings and look inside to discover the hidden splendor.

To a customer, give service.

so many Centuries have passed, because of the Wonderful
faith that sustains it.

The packages are all alike: in each is a scroll on Which is

To all men, give charity.

Christmas - that magic blanket that Wraps itself about

We helping ourselves to hope, Wholeness, and even

To every child, give a good example.

happiness?

To yourself, give respect.

of life

Without

cruelty

us; that something so intangible that it’s like a fragrance. It
may Weave a spell of nostalgia. Christmas may be a day of
feasting, or of prayer, but it Will alWays be a day of
remembrance - a day in Which We think of everything We
have ever loved. Then We realize that He Who has led us

To your enemy, give forgiveness.

There Was a gift for each of us left under the tree of life,

To an opponent, give tolerance.
To a friend, give your heart.

Written, “All that the Father hath is thine,” So Why aren’t

What greater gift is there than the privilege of sharing,
of having, of being, of giving, of knoWing, and of loving.
In the innermost recesses of every man’s heart is a desire to
be contented and loved.

doWn through a labyrinth of years, bom more than tWo
thousartd years ago, shoWed us the Way, saying that We
Would have peace on earth if We loved one another.
It has been a long journey. Some have Wearied, some
have sought a shorter Way, and some have turned back

What better resolution could We all make for the NeW
Year than that We carry a lighted candle in our heart,
lighting other candles as We go so there may be no dark
comers left. Then each shall reveal to himself the splendor
By: Rev. Brian K. Brown

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Greater 81. Paul Missionary
Baptist Church
532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

955 - 20th Street South
Sunday School

St. Petersburg, FL 33712

................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship

Phone: 894-4311
www.mzprogressive.org

11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship .... 6 p.m.
Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.
Tuesday Night

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Salift Jobe frinjltive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Scheduled Services:

General Bible Study •>

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

Thursday Night Prayer Meeting

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m

& Teachers Meeting

Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

(Adult and Youth)

Rev. Clyde Williams

We welcome you at all times. .

Victory Christian Center Church

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church
912

Looking for

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg Fla. 33712
(727)321-0911

a good church with a Pentecostal atmosphere.
Well, Come to the House of God.

The House of God
Bible Study

Schedule of Services

flff first-time visitors vtiff receive a corny fimentary

Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.

DVD of our v/eelify saffatf service.
Visit our weosite: www.fsouseofgotttamya.com

BISHOP JOHNNY WILLIAMS and
wife, LADY CALQUETTA WILLIAMS

Pastor Johnny L. Williams, Jr.

Mondays - 7:30 p.m.
Praise & Worship Joy Night
Sabbath School
Praise & Worship Service
Church: 813-248-1907
3403 N. 34th Street
Tampa, FL 336OS

3rd Avenue North- St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727)822-2089

Bethel1894@knology.net

www.Tictorychristiancenterchurch.org

Wednesday 7:30 p.m.

Daughters of Zion Women's Ministry Sabbath Every Friday 7:30 p.m.
Sabbath Morning 10:30 a.rn.
Sabbath Evening 1:30 p.m.
Sunday Available tor Service

7:00 pm

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Are you a

Sabbath Observer?

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Early Morning
8:00 am
Church School
9:45 am
Mid-Morning ' 11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Breakfast Ministry. .............. ..Sunday 8:00AM
Church School .................................... ..............9:00 AM
Morning Worship. .........’.............. . 10:30AM
Bible Study................... ..........Tuesday 7:00PM
Youth Church.................. Mon & Wed 5:30PM

Reverend & Mrs.
Jimmie B. Keel

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more
information about the other services and ministries at Victory
Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911

“There’s A Place For YOU in the AME Church”

*Nursery and Youth Services Available

PRflYfR TowTR Church

First Baptist Institutional Church

or Uw in Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518
REV. WaynE G. THOMPSON, Pastor

Services
Sunday

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School -10:30 ajn.
A. M. Service -11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

flew UQ. Olive 'Primitive Baptist f-hurch
'(Elder ffoaepk &

Come Worship With

P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) - 6:30 p.m.

Pastor

P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 pan.

Peculiar People Persuaded to Perform f5ia Purpose”

Tuesday

the First Baptist Family

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712,
Phone: (727)327-9904 . Fax: (727) 322-0409

.

Morning Prayer - 9:30 to 10:30 aan.

Wednesday
Thursday

Prayer Service - 7:30 pan.

y

Bible Study (for all ages) - 7:30 pan.

Church School - 9:30 AM • Morning Worship -11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & BibleStudy - 7:00PM

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

Life Changing Ministries
of the World
900 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33701-4705
727-278-6868 • lcmow04@yahoo.com

3200 Fifth Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Abundant Harvest
Worship Center

hrvest
Wo r s h i p C ell ter

(727) 374-1864
WWw.abundant-harvest.org

(727) 327-1373
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Apostle/Prophet:
Michael D. Long

Early Morning Worship
Sunday School

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714

.... .7:30 ajn.

............ .9:30 aan.

Prophetess:
Evelyn R. Long

Morning Worship ...........11:00 a.m.

Sunday
Morning Worship
Feed The Homeless

10:45 A.M.
2:00 P.M.

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00 P.M.

Schedule of Services

Wednesday Bible Study
& Prayer Meeting
Rev. Norris L. Martin, Sr.
Pastor

................. .7:00 p.m.

Friday Prayer Meeting

......11:00 ajn.

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

Sunday.
Christian Education......................................... .... .10:30 a.m.
Worship Service
.......... ........................11:30 a.m.
Young People’s Union....................;......................6:00 p.m.
Evening Service...................... ..................................7:30 p.m.
Tuesday
Bible Study ............................................................. .7:30 p.m.

“Son ofMan, I Make Thee a Watchman” Ezekiel 3:17

Log on:
Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

Www.travelwiththechurch.com
(to book your travel engagements)
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BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Friendship

Church

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240

www.bmmbc .org

8:00 a.m. • 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School

9:30 a.m.

Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)

7:00 p.m.

Bible Study

7:30 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.corrt
Website: www.greatermtzioname .org

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 '
www.fmbctheship.org

E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Worship Services

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church

Missionary BaptistA

ft

Dr. John A. Evans.
Pastor

Sunday.....)..........7:45 AM and 11 AM Worship
Sunday School................... ............. .......9:30 AM
Wednesday..............Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 PM Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday..................... 7 PM Youth Enrichment

Rev. Clarence Williams,
Pastor

^{jtlahelpJjta Commutxtty (Church

P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733
Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)

Mid-Week Service

.................... ................ .. .7:00 p.m.

All Male Bible Study, Thursday ,:........6:30 p.m.

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393, ft
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

Early Morning Worship .................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ’...'ft.,........., .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ........... ................ .
.11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study ......... .
. A. .6:00 pjn,
Wednesday
Vintage Bible Study ...............11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Prayer Service....... ..6:00 p.m.

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

"Serving and Saving," "Helping and Healing,"
"Inspiring and Instructing," "Praying and Praising."

Rev. Rickey L. Houston
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10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727)898-9407
Sunday School.........ft................................9:30 a .in. ’
Morning Worship.....................................ll :00 a.m.

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin........................................................................Associate Pastor
Finance Ministry ........................-............... ............... ,

............................................James Robinson

Children & Youth Ministry .

.............. ............................... Joyce Robinson

Wednesday Evening Prayer..........,..,,,.......6:30 pan.
Wednesday Night Bible Study ................. .7:30 pjn.

Bro. Robert Smith
Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

Clerk Ministry . . ..........................................•......................................... ....................Wyvonnia McGee

Sunday Morning Bible Class ......9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ...... .10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...... .7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ....... .5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class .. :.. .7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .. .7:00 p.m.

“A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People”

Feptecestal Tcipplc Churcl) of God ip Christ

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727)321-6631
www.stmarkch.org

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

(727) 894-6764 • (727) 865-1520

Schedule of Services
Church School .ft.................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ........ .10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union .... .5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday
. 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

. 2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Morning Glory

Elder William
E. Anderson,
Pastor

Sunday

(727) 896-5228

9:00 a.m.

Sunday School

9:30 a.m.

Sunday Services:

Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.

Church School.......
9:00 a.m.
Praise & Worship Service..... 10:30 a.m.

Prayer & Bible Study

Wednesday

7:30 p.m.

Intercesspry Prayer

Saturday

5:45 a.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Wednesday Services:

Midweek P.U.S.H.
(Prayer Meeting/Bible Study). .7:00 pjn.

“91 church wording

“Creating a Q-Caven of Q-Coye, (Kehp, ancC Q-CeaCing for Christ”

Rev. Carlos Senior,
Pastor

togetherfor the uyhuiCding of (god’s kingdom”

Dominion Worship'Ministmiw

“One Body, One Spirit, One Hope’

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church

“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”
Come 'Worship with us.„

THE NEW LATTER DAY
DELIVERANCE MINISTRIES, INC.

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax *(727) 895-4990

Sunday Worship Services
8 a.m., io a.m., 5 p.m.
9:10 a.m. - Righteous Rap

800 49th STREET SOUTH
ST. PETERSBURG, FL
PHONE: (727) 642-9839

WORSHIP SERVICES:

Monday
7:00y.m. - Coryorate Rrayer

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.

TUESDAY NIGHT @ 7:30 p.m. - BIBLE STUDY

Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.

FRIDAY NIGHT @ 7:30 p.m. - PRAISE & WORSHIP

Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 10:00 a.m.

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

SUNDAY WORSHIP CELEBRATION @ 11:30 a.m.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Monday, Wednesday. Saturday
6:00 a.m. - Coryorate Rrayer

3931 Central Avenue
St Petersburg Florida 33713

St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

Church School: ............ .............. 9:15 a.m.‘- 10:00 a.m.
Devotion:
..............10:00 a.m. - 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship:................ 10:20 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service:..............................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: ..............................6:30 p.m.
Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Ebenezerntcog@yahoo.com
ft www.ebenezerntcog.org

(727) 896-4356

SUNDAY
Sund4|pchool

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

10:00 ajn.
Divine Worship
11:15 ajn.
Evening Service
6:00 pjn.
WEDNESDAY

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service

Pinellas
i 't> 8 < : <8 B «T.,y

S M ® »

5501 31 st Street South
St. Petersburg
(727) 866-1184

c «

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 - 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

School of Leaders
7:00 pjn.
FRIDAY 1
Youth Nite
SAIUBDAX
Harvest Crusade

7:00 pjn.
7:00 p.m.

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
T
Pastors:
Bishop Ed Nelson &
Rev. Sharon Nelson

The Old Landmark Cathedral
Church Of God In Christ

Hope of Glory Church

Superintendent Mitchell L. Bryant, Pastor
4201 - 6th Street South

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

9:00 aan. - 5:00 pan.

at

‘Where God's Love Is Radiated and Christ Is Elevated!”

Pinellas Community Church is a culturally

Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday

Discover HOPE

David Allen Jr., Pastor

4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574

The Rock of Jesus Missionary BapTIST Church

“Winning Souls and Making Disciples”

1732 9th Avenue South

Dominion Worship Ministries

Thursday
7:00 y.m. - Music
the Arts

Ebenezer New Testament
Church of God

Church Of God In Christ

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry

Wednesday RihCe Study
12 noon, 7:30 y.m.

Word of God Broadcast
Watch Pastor Thompson
Sunday Night 7:30 p.m. Brighthouse
Channel 95

Queen Street

8:00 A.M, - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

The church where what God’s word teqfh.es
is practiced!

St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727/898-8616 • Fax:

727/502-9843

“Grace and Peace Be Unto You from the Old Landmark Church Family”

diverse church working to build a community

PLACE

of real people making a difference.
Schedule of Services
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.

Service Times: Sunday 9:30 a.m. & 11:15 aan.

, :

Sunday Morning Worship - 11 a.fn.

Wednesday Night Bible Study - 7:30 p.m
Noon Day Prayer - Daily at 12 noon

■ nursery & children’s ministries at all services
■ casual, contemporary, relevant

.

.

www.PinellasChurch.org

Sundays @ 10:30am
“A Church of Ordinary People Serving

Worshipping at: 5995 M.L. King, Jr. Street South

(On the campus of Lakewood United Methodist Church)
For more information contact the church office at: 727-867-1900

Supt, Mitchell Lz Bryant and
Lady Danita B. Bryant

YOUR CHURCH

an Extraordinary God!”

AD TODAY!
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
Advertise your next garage sale here • Call Today! to place your ad • (727) 896-2922
Midtown Medical Scrubs
HOMEOWNERS

90116th Street South, Suite A St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727)898-5850

chARlE5?
ItUTENbEltq^

insurance

(727)743-7463

3651 42"d Ave. South, Suite C-104
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

1S Brie top lit .id
CLirivj IL'»/64

Canceled or
Non-Renewed ???

■ nwy-m
Kariv

WE CAN HELP !!!

REED CHIROPRACTIC, P.L.L.C.

i <i: /?/ Ui-i .no
Iax 72/-86/-#660
C-MAit kAittvjoh\so\@'uriizoi\ mi

S luhssos
tiEalraD*

Larry Eugene Walker
Insurance

727393-4617
Great Automobile Rates
Over 20 years of
Experience

Dr. Kelly St. Reed, Jr.

NO JOBS TOO SMALL

FEMALE
Yorkie Terrier
suit for

wiretoysbypete.com

CHIROPRACTIC AND ACUPUNCTURE
HEALTH CARE
MASSAGE THERAPY

CWfffe ^iardwicfc

XMAS Gift
General Repairs. Roofing, Drywall,

She is so Nice
and Playful.

AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS, SPORTS INJURIES,

Noel (Pete) Colstock, Jr.

Carpentry. Soffit and gutters. Painting,

MEDICARE AND MEDICAID

Pressure Cleaning. Plastering,

Only for $500.

Hauling, Installing Doors and Windows

Contact Karen Segun:
Sc

iwne

Karenintcoltd@y<
Karenintcoltd@yahoo.com

Ms. .Pstrieia:'VriMiaW»;L^'T-

4381 Elkcam Bled. SE

(727) 433-2651

St. Petersburg, Ft 33705

wiretoysbypete@yahoo.com

NEUROMUSCULAR & RELAXATION THERAPY

(m) ssmito

ACCEPTING AETNA & UNITED HEALTH CARE AND MOST
INSURANCE PLANS

Great Lakefront Site

AFRICAN AMERICAN
LABOR & EMPLOYMENT ATTORNEY

Only seven homes on this ultra-private
street directly on Lake Maggiore

ALL MAJOR CREDIT AND DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

— Employment Discrimination
--Workers’Compensation

CALL (727) 864-1882

Roderick O. Ford, J.D., Esq.
www.fordlaw.org
(813)223-1200
Tampa * St. Petersburg

Three bedrooms, enclosed sunroom and oversized

JLDDTW .Sfoavea,

2 car + garage. Room for a pool and outdoor
activities on almost 1/4 acre.

Only $220,000. Call Art Schuller at 864-5621.

PICK OF THE
WEEK!

Compass Real Estate, 5900 Sun Blvd., Ste 105,

Get Rich At Home
using my money!

CDCE 59 95 Report. Shows you how to make THOUSANDS a
11 IlCC month, from your home... without you investing a dime!

02-09-29
LOTTO

31-36-50

CA$H 3

MEN-WOMEN... be your own boss! Leam how to get

Sojreec

Iwbuy nothing „
You use my money

rich... using my money! Start immediately in a high-profit
home-business. 12 years of experience guide you stepby-step with simplel-2-3 Plan. Age, experience, location
^not important. Operate off your kitchen table. Nq faceto-face contact. You don't have to invest any money.
There is NO selling. There is NO risk to you!
Ui you do is

Amazing

,

3910 54th Avenue South, St Petersburg, FL
7X7-867-4007
» •»

... / ■ a I’- . . :

S -i.- •

.i

Would like to wish all “Happy Holidays!”
Extended Holiday Honrs:
Mon-Saturday: 10AM-9PM
Sunday: Noon- 6PM
Children’s, Men s, Ladles Name Brand skoes Lave teen
specially priced lor tkis celetration__

64.99
Jordan's specially priced _ $ 74.99
Reekok Classics— $289545499
Air Force One’s on SALE_$

642 257 430
094 645 783

Just arrived

specially priced for tke Holidays:

GET PAID to shop.

Ladles designer shoes: J.Renee’,Stacq Adawsfor her,Lulcdin^,6r'

with my money

$29.95-$ 69.99!
Men’s lull line of Stacy Adams lor all occasions.... $39.95- $ 69.99
Now offering Kenneth Cole children’s shoes starting at $ 14.90!

.buttruef Get all the exciting details
money-making Report.

now in a $9.95

It reveals everything.

It’s

yours FREE if you respond within the next 7 days. No
obligation. No one wilt call you.

DOG DAYS

Hurry! Limited supg

Limited Supply!''
>T.RON ZAKEN, Suite 52349 , THE ZAKEN CORP..
Mail
Today
.. in_____
20700 Plummer St, Chatsworth, CA 01311

npf
I lSI

Rush me FREE $9.95 Report that shows hojv to make THOUSANDS a month ...without me \
investing a dims! I understand there's no obligation to associate myself with you, even though
" youpfftnise to let me use your moneyto getrich without everhaving tdpay you back.

| Name________ ’_______________ _________________________________
Addrass_____________ ,________________________

I City------------------------------- -------------

-________

-Zip.

2-1
6-2

5-8
8-4

4-3
7-2

more in sizes 7 to 15 priced™

We at Hoops wish to Thank all oS those la our
Southside community for warmly embracing &
supporting our efforts.

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL!

Employment Opportunities
EMPLOYER HIRING IMMEDIATELY!
624 1ST Avenue South, St. Pete FL 33701
WorkNet Pinellas Career Center
APPLY IN PERSON

Driver/Packer
Seeking Sales
Representatives

clean driving record. Full time (40+ hours per week) with benefits

Call Judy for info at: (727) 329-1490 ext. 123

The Weekly Challenger NeWspaper is

Production Positions
Assembly, Warehouse and Forklift Openings!

to sell classified and display advertising

FL 2779016

space for the neWSpaper. This freelance

• Must be able to lift up to 30-1001bs.
• 0-2 years of any type of warehouse experience.
• Must be reliable, hard working and eager to work!

seeking experienced sales representatives

agent prepares list of prospects, visits
advertisers to point out advantages of
advertising in the publication.

on some positions.
• Criminal background check and drug screen.
• Pay starts from $8.00 to $10.00 per hour.

available after 30 days, Apply in person to: H. & S. Swansons’
Tool Company, 9000 68th St. No., Pinellas Park, FL 33782.
EOE/AA, D/M/F/V, DFWP.

Deburr Operator
Immediate opening for exp. Deburr person with min. of 5 yrs
experience. Remove burrs, condition surfaces and clean parts for

• Must have a valid FL driver’s license or reliable transportation.
• Monday-Friday 32-40 hours per week. Some weekends required

Local pick-up and delivery, packing and shipping. Must have a

For intervieW, email resume to
Wcads @ tampabay.rr.com
or call (727) 896-2922.

close tolerance aerospace machining operation. Apply in person to:
H. & S. Swansons’ Tool Company, 9000 68th St. No., Pinellas Park,
FL 33782. EOE/AA, D/M/F/V, DFWP.
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REALTY AND MORTGAGE, INC

2900 18th Avenue South, St. Petersburg • (727) 327-1234

Merry Christmas
and Happy Holidays
From All of Us At
»u Brown Realty, Inc.

olivary
Owner Dwayne E.

1700 49th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33707

Matt and Immaculate
Matt and family.

U

Happy Holidays front
Ziop Bill Mortuary
Way tlfe spirit ot Cifrlstnfas dwell ii? your lfearts

Louis D. Brown, Jr.
Realtor

“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not to
thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge
Him, and He shall direct thy paths.” Proverbs 3:5fi

Come see our associate,
Mary Crawford for your
2007 Real Estate Needs!

Prince and Edna Matt

Dwayne E. Matt, L.F.D. & Mortician

Season's (greetings

MaiyCfewl'fm
(fati QospeCCfatrdi
QMuLd

hohoimmumd
WSTOR

we are grateful f<?r yeur support tf our tyisshms Programs,

Pastor Clarence and Andrea Williams

(May you have a

bpth here and abroad, Air campaign for 200/ is tp have 500
partners Wfttirt0
give at foast 45W per rmwfck \Vz?uU W

(B Cessed Christmas

pLease j<?in us in this endeavor, Yeur Little means st? much fo
thpse Wht? have Less than mest tf us ceuLd ever imagine.

antf

A Joyous dfew Year

2512 22nd Avenue South St. Petersburg, Florida 33712-3024
For more information please call (727) 327-0997

!Mt. Zion ‘A'lA.tE Church Officials ancC Congregation

Tte

USti

McRAE

funeral home
SINCE 1928

Jisgg,

,9th Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida s$7O$

&r yww

A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS WISH FROM ALL OP US TO YOl

Have A Very Merry Christmas
And A
Happy And Prosperous New Year
The Staff And Management Of
Creal Funeral Homes
St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone (727) 896-2602

Benjamin E tawson
Operations Manager

Cecelia Y. N. Lawson
Licensed Funeral Director

There For You Then / Here For You Now
Since 1950

Benjamin E. Lawson
Licensed Funeral Director

Rev. Willie Whiting

Watson Haynes
Staff

March Bdl, J

Not Pictured: Rev. Constance Samuels and Ayesha Gamer

LHappy holidays front
Stetson University College
Bull-tinre and part-time programs
for the Juris Doctor degree
$ Individual attention to student
needs
* Accomplished, accessible faculty
* Dual J.D./M.B.A. Program

of

Law

® Nationally ranked No. 1 for trial
advocacy and No. 4 for legal writing
State-of-the-art courtrooms, ; .
classrooms and library facilities " .
* Practice-based clinics ahd
internships

® LL.M. degree programs in
International Law and Elder Law

$ One of the first law schools ih the
U.S. to require pro hono service
for graduation

* Actively involved, supportive
Career Development office

$ Campuses in Gulfport and Tampa

* Home to three academic journals,
including the Stetson Law Review

STETSON
College of Law
Florida's First Law School- « 1401 6 1st St. S. * Ovlh’ort, FL 1T7O7

ami

'fetal (ferae ipeftaf
T bttBjfrwf jfc

1940 Martin Luther King Jr.

Season's Greeting
From Our Family
To Your Family

«k«Me w «ne ft tte

wt m ««««.

(727) 895-6005
(24 Hour Service)

(727)562-7802 *

fax

(727)343-0136 « i.AWAOMiT^.AW.sTEtfeftiTit’ -r \w\\llaw.stet5on.kpu
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ATPUBLIX ,

$ A V I N G

I S^P A R T

F

THE

PLEASURE.*

For your convenience, all Publix stores will be open until 7 p.m. on Sunday, December 24, and during regular store hours
Tuesday, December 26. We will be closed on Christmas Day, Monday, December 25.

449
Publix Semi-Boneless
Smoked Ham Half
Or Whole, Fully Cooked,
Old-Fashioned Flavor, Lean & Tender

SAVE UP TO .70 LB

Snow Crab
Clusters...
Fully-Cooked,

Apple Raisin Walnut or

USDA Choice, Beef Rib

Publix Honey Cured
Spiral Sliced
Ham Half........................ 2.59a>
With Honey Glaze or Brown Sugar Packet

Previously Frozen

Sweet Potato Pecan,

(Boneless Ribeye Roast... lb 8.49)

(Glazed With Honey or Brown Sugar and

SAVE UP TO 2.00 LB

38 or 43-oz size

SAVE UP TO 4.00 LB

Ready to Serve ... lb 2,99)

(Apple, 43-oz... 6.99,

SAVE UP TO 1.20 LB

Cherry, 43-oz ... 8.49)

Standing
Rib Roast....................... O.99ib
Publix Premium Certified Beef,

4.99.

Gourmet
Pie.................................

7.49

SURPRISINGLY LOW PRICE

1.99

Idaho
Potatoes

WnPie'216.00

Perfect for Baking, Mashing, or Frying, 5-lb bag

Filling Made From Fresh Crop Pumpkin With

(10-lb bag... 3.49)

Just the Right Spices, From the Publix Bakery, 24-oz size

SAVE UP TO 1.00

SAVE UP TO 2.38 ON 2

Golden Ripe
Pineapple

Boar's Head®
Ovengold
Breast of Turkey.

Whole.or Peeled and Cored,

High in Fiber and

Small Round
Pumpernickel
With Dip............. .

High in Vitamin C, each

Vitamins A and C

Fragrant Pumpernickel Loaves,

Sliced Fresh in

(Chunks... lb 3.99)

SAVE UP TO .40 LB

Freshly Baked and Filled With
Spinach Dip, Serves 8 to 12, each

the Publix Deli

299

Sweet
Potatoes............

SAV-E UP TO 1.00

.49.

1699

7.79,

SAVE UP TO .30 LB

(Large, Serves 26 to 30; each ... 28.99)

Publix Deli proudly features a
full line of Boar's Head® products.

SAVE UP TO 1.00

Iix

|

■ 13SH K I

Prices effective Thursday, December 14 through Sunday, December 24, 2006.
Only in the Following Counties: Hillsborough, Pinellas, Pasco, Lake, Hernando, Citrus, Sumter,
Polk, Highlands and Osceola. Prices not effective at Publix Sabor. Quantity rights reserved.

WWW

publix.com/ads

